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Melicope pteleifolialChamp. exBenth.) T. Hartley
Euodia lepta(Spreng.) Merr.(= o 1)
Euodia ptelerfolia(Champ. ex Benth.) Merr.

Lepta triphyllalour.

zanthoxylum pteleifoliumChamp.exBenth.
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B FIRE - MR&GHYESET - Native Origin (JFREEHD):

e Regional: Found across Southern China and the Indochinese Peninsula.
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o China Distribution: Specifically documented in provinces such as Fujian, Guangdong, Guangxi,

Hainan, and Yunnan.

o Habitat: Typically grows along streams in plains or hills, and within thickets (scrub) at the edges

of forests.
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(FEE77):

e Prevalence: Extremely common in low-altitude broad-leaved forests throughout the entire island.

o Adaptability: A versatile species that can be found both in the shaded understory and in sun-

exposed areas (heliophilic conditions).
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1. Ecological Host Plant (EUIE4 & E)

e Larval Food Source: The leaves are a primary host plant (food source) for various Papilionid
butterfly larvae (Swallowtails), such as the Great Mormon and Common Mormon butterflies.

2. Medicinal Applications (% {E1H)
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Detox & Respiratory: Clears heat, detoxifies, and dispels wind-
FREAMR 57 o 3 dampness. Treats lung-heat cough, pulmonary abscesses, rheumatic joint

(Roots/Bark)  ||(Bitter, Cold)||pain, and fever caused by wound infections. (Note: Some sources

suggest roots may be mildly toxic.)




or > JE Infectious Diseases: Treats sore throat, malaria, jaundice-type hepatitis,
E (Leaves) . . . L
(Bitter, Cold)|[rheumatic bone pain, eczema, and dermatitis.
_ = . .
HE (Fruits) , Also used as a component in herbal medicine.
(Bitter, Cold)

= 2~8 AR 2T - B IKEE A REFEFL - Stem and Trunk ()
e Height: A large shrub or small tree reaching 2 to 8 meters.
o Flavor: A distinctive feature is that the entire plant is bitter.

e Bark: Grayish-white with prominent oblong lenticels (breathing pores).
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Structure: Opposite, trifoliate compound leaves (three leaflets per leaf stalk).
e Petiole: Long leaf stalks (3 - 10 cm) with a slightly swollen base.

o Leaflets: Papery (chartaceous) texture; lanceolate or obovate-lanceolate; 6 - 12 cm long and 2 - 6

cm wide.

e Details: The margins are entire or irregularly wavy (undulate). The upper surface is deep green

and smooth, while the underside 1s yellowish-green with visible glandular dots (o1l glands).
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o Inflorescence: Axillary paniculate cymes. The flower stalks are initially covered in fine hairs

(pubescent) but become smooth over time.

e Characteristics: Small, unisexual (separate male and female flowers), yellowish-white, and

slightly fragrant.

o Petals: 4 petals with glandular dots.
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o Male Flower: 4 stamens, longer than the petals.

o Female Flower: Ovary 1s densely hairy; features 4 sterile staminodes (reduced stamens).
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e Fruit Type: Follicles (dehiscent dry fruit), usually appearing in clusters of 2 to 3.

e Appearance: The outer skin (exocarp) 1s dark yellowish-brown to reddish-brown, marked with

conspicuous oil dots (pellucid dots).

e Seeds: Black, lustrous, and ovoid-globose (egg-shaped).
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o Form: An evergreen shrub or small tree, typically 2 — 8 meters tall. However, in optimal natural

conditions, it can reach an impressive height of 20 meters with a trunk diameter (DBH) of 40 cm.

e Bark: Grayish-white with prominent oblong lenticels. Notably, the bast fibers (phloem) are not

well-developed, so the bark does not strip off in long, fibrous strands.
2. Sensory Characteristics (B E &)
o Taste: The entire plant is bitter, a key chemical defense mechanism.

e Scent: The branches, leaves, and bark emit a citrus-like fragrance, characteristic of the Rutaceae



family (to which it belongs).

3. Wood Properties & Usage (ARAF 4B R 3R)

o Structure: A diffuse-porous wood with a pale yellow color. It has a straight grain and a fine,

delicate texture.

o Physicality: The wood is relatively hard yet lightweight. While it may develop minor cracks upon

drying, it maintains its shape well (low deformation).

e Applications: Easy to process but not decay-resistant. Best suited for small furniture, stationery,

or crate boards.
4, Etymology & Identification (f7-4EEH¥5)

o Nomenclature: The names "Three-pronged Tiger" (=X 52) or "Three-legged Turtle" (ZHAIEE)

are vivid descriptions of its opposite, trifoliate compound leaves (three leaflets per stalk).
» Botanical Details:
o Flowers: Tiny, yellowish-white, unisexual, and slightly fragrant.

o Fruit: Dark yellowish-brown to reddish-brown follicles with distinct oil glands (pellucid
dots).



