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B Pterocarpus indicus Willd.
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TEMER ~ PIEERE ~ 410K Pterocarpus (EIE'EME / ‘&1E): Its most common name in

Taiwan. "Zitan" refers to the prized red sandalwood-like quality of its wood.

e Green Dragon Wood (BFHE/): A poetic name from the Botanical Dictionary, likely referring
to its majestic, spreading canopy.
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e Rosewood / Rosewood (E(BA AR / EZFL/K): Named for the gentle rose-like fragrance that

- B4 - wafts from its wood when cut and its yellow flowers when they bloom.
e Huangbo Wood (Ef87): A name found in pine-related botanical records.
e Additional Names:
o Hualu Wood ({EfEA)
o Feather-leaf Sandalwood (JEEFE): Referring to its delicate, feathery pinnate leaves.

o Redwood (41 7K): A general term for trees with high-quality red heartwood.
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e East Asia: Southern China (Guangdong province).

- [REEH - e Southeast Asia: Myanmar (where it gets its common name), India, Java (Indonesia),

Malaysia, and the Philippines.
o Pacific Islands: Parts of Polynesia.
B H RSB - (765 - Distribution (5344)
3 e Regional Reach: It is widely cultivated across all low-altitude areas of Taiwan.

e Common Locations:

o Urban Landscapes: A favorite as a landscape tree (5:45) in city parks and school
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campuses.

o Street Life: One of the most common roadside trees (777 f5f) in Central and

Southern Taiwan.

o Coastal to Inland: Thrives anywhere below the frost line, particularly in the warmer

plains of Taichung, Tainan, Kaohsiung, and Pingtung.
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{FME - JE\EEERE © S8 M - 1. Landscaping and Street Trees (SRER - fTEK):

e Characteristics: The tree is robust and hardy with a fast growth rate. It creates a dense,

"sky-covering" green canopy.

e Aesthetics: It features a large crown providing excellent shade; its branches are slightly soft

and elegantly drooping.

e Application: It is frequently planted as an ornamental landscape tree and as a primary

street tree.
2. Dense, Hard Timber for Furniture (/R#1 2@ EXRE u] BU4F EL):
e Global Status: It is considered one of the most precious timbers in the world.

e Quality: The wood is hard with an elegant and beautiful grain. It has a deep, "bloody" red

color and carries a natural fragrance.

e Commercial Name: Commonly known as "Redwood" (4L7K), it is a top-tier material for

high-end furniture, interior decoration, and luxury crafts.
3. Medicinal Value (Z£F{):
e Properties (Heartwood): Salty in flavor and neutral in nature.

e Efficacy: The heartwood is used to remove blood stasis, regulate the "Ying" (nutritive) level,

stop bleeding, alleviate pain, detoxify, and reduce swelling.

e Indications: Used to treat headaches, epigastric/abdominal pain, painful urination



(strangury), toxic swellings (carbuncles), and bleeding from metal wounds (incised wounds).
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e Height: Typically grows to 20-25 meters, though in ideal tropical conditions, it can go even

higher.
e Bark: The surface is dark brown (black-brown).

e Trunk: The main trunk is remarkably straight and smooth (i E |7 /2/%), which is one

reason why it produces such high-quality, long planks of timber.

e Branching: It features numerous branches. These branches generally grow in an obliquely

upward (£} _57) direction.

e Texture: The twigs and branches are smooth and hairless (glabrous).
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Type: Odd-pinnate compound leaf (ZFE IR FEEE). This means the leaf ends with a single

leaflet at the very tip, unlike the "even-pinnate" Mahogany.

Total Length: The entire leaf structure measures 15-35 cm.

Leaflets:

o Arrangement: The leaflets grow alternately (. 4=) along the central axis (rachis).
o Quantity: Typically 5 to 12 leaflets (occasionally as few as 3).
o Shape: Ovate (egg-shaped) or oblong.

o Size: Each leaflet is 5-10 cm long and 3—6 cm wide.

Apex & Base:
o Apex (Tip): Sharp (acute) or tapering into a tail-like point (caudate).

o Base: Blunt or rounded.



e Texture & Surface:
o Texture: Thinly leathery (%555
o Surface: Smooth on top with a prominent midrib.

e Marginal Detail: The edges are entire (smooth) but often have a slight wavy (undulate)

appearance.
e Fine Anatomy:
o Veins: Fine, pinnate lateral veins.

o Stipules: Small, thread-like (filiform) structures at the base that fall off early

(deciduous).

o Petiolules (Leaflet Stems): Very short, only 0.4—-0.6 cm long.
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Type: Bisexual flowers (R 144E), zygomorphic (/A HTE - symmetrical left-to-right).

o Inflorescence: Grows in racemes (24 R{L/5>) or panicles at the tips or leaf axils, measuring

15-25 cm long.

e Appearance: The buds and stalks are covered in fine brown hairs. The calyx is cone-shaped

with 5 teeth.

e The Bloom: The petals are a vibrant yellow and shaped like a butterfly (papilionaceous).

The "banner" petal is circular and quite wide (0.9-1.4 cm).
o Experience: They are highly fragrant. In Taiwan, the blooming season is April to May.

e The "One-Day" Fame: The flowers typically last only 24 to 48 hours. When they fall all at

once, they create a stunning "gold carpet" on the ground.
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e Type: Aflat, circular legume (pod), about 4-5 cm in diameter.

e Unique Shape: The center is thick and swollen where the seed is located, while the outer

edge is a wide, flat wing (about 1 cm wide).

o Nickname: In Taiwan, this is often called the "Fried Egg" (f&7&.8&) pod because of the raised

center and flat "white" (wing).

e Dispersal: The wing allows the pod to catch the wind or float on water to travel away from

the parent tree.

Seeds: Usually contains 1 seed, though occasionally 2.
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The "Bleeding" Tree: When the wood is cut, it secretes a dark red or purple resin, which is

why it is named "Zitan" (Purple Sandalwood/Rosewood).

e Growth: A large deciduous tree reaching 20-25 meters with a straight, smooth, dark brown

trunk.
e Foliage: Features odd-pinnate leaves with 5—12 leaflets that have a distinct "tail-like" tip.

o Ecological Role: Because it grows fast and has a wide-spreading canopy, it is the ultimate

"urban umbrella" for tropical cities.



