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Taiwaniana Alsophila

Cyathea spinulosaWall. ex Hook.
Alsophila faurieiChrist

Alsophila taiwanianaNakai
TR} Cyatheaceae) 1% & (Cyathea)

F)1% Sphaeropteris / Alsophila ~ Z2#5f Brush Pot Tree ~ ZKRZ£E5 Tree Fern ~ FRAKIEES T RLEE8% |
Flying Spider ~ LLIR A (&) The Giant of the Mountain ~ #&#2(EE5) /FEE & Spider Fern / Dragon
Bone Wind ~ KE A (EPY) Grand Cyrtomium

JEJHER ~ B ~ thEKRE ~ HA ~ HiEk - 282 EFHOtIEE F, - Native to: Nepal, India,
Mainland China, Japan, and the Ryukyu Islands. It 1s also commonly found throughout the low-altitude

areas of Taiwan.

EELEE 2,000 ARLDURNFHMEE R - Native to Taiwan's forests in humid and shaded areas

at altitudes below 2,000 meters across the island.

LAEEMA - BV EES - BRI A AE RER LR ~ EEMRICHERIAR - 2.4k
(LA EESEY) « e - sFRESIEY) - BEENVEEECIVERE - 3.8/M © #eFf
LA AT B e PR RV SSRER S - R IMSKAEEY) © 485/ © MR ¢ 5 BES
SIERER Y ¢ B O o RO X RERANER oy - EEERIE - TRERE - TEIMECR - TE
% Bha o VBB EE - BTG 0 BUREYE 0 AR 0 SR 0 BEEP o Uses and
Applications (FI#R)

1. Construction Material EZEFH)

o English: The trunk of the Flying Tree Fern 1s hard and durable. It is commonly used as a

structural material for building mushroom sheds, shaded trellises, and greenhouses.
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2. Landscaping and Ormamentation (4%{ b EE-S)


https://kplant.atfr.org.tw/%E5%8F%B0%E7%81%A3%E6%A1%AB%E6%AC%8F/m/%E5%8F%B0%E7%81%A3%E6%A1%AB%E6%AC%8Fm.htm

o English: With its neat and symmetrical crown, it serves as an excellent ornamental tree for

landscaping and garden beautification.
o fEfT: HIEGHIRAIEASLIREE (Fronds) fi BBV EAFEIA BARATIREE R, -
3. Edible Resource (& FH)

o English: The tender buds and the pith (inner core) of the trunk are edible. They were a traditional

wild delicacy for indigenous peoples and serve as a vital survival plant in the wild.
o fENT: EERFHFEERBEEREEEFSNSREEY] (Survival plant) -
4, Medicinal Properties (BF9)

e Properties: The young, tender parts of the upper stem are bitter, astringent, and warm in nature.

« Effects:
o Dispels wind and eliminates dampness (#5E8).
o Strengthens bones and tendons (GEEHE).
o Promotes blood circulation and removes stasis CEIILETHR).
o Clears heat and detoxifies CHEVEE ).

o Indications CEFERERR): Used for kidney deficiency-related back pain, traumatic injuries
(bruises), rheumatic bone pain, uterine bleeding, and intestinal parasites (roundworms and

pINWOrms).

FERREE 10 gRAR > RAABESEFBAHIT - The trunk can grow up to over 10 meters in
height, and its appearance is very similar to that of the Flying Tree Fern (Sphacropteris lepifera).

ZEEPHRFRA Z Z[OPIAETE - e T FAREYY 0.5 AHVINA] > BER FALAEZE R R
Hi% (& TENEEZ T @ (EEEREHFGEFEE R - TPk T S8 PR
o Pl EER] BT BER RIS HE 2 & © The leaves are tripinnatipartite to tripinnate
(triple-pinnate). The petioles (leaf stalks) are brown and covered with small prickles about 0.5 cm long.
Unlike the Flying Tree Fern, its aging fronds do not fall off after withering; instead, they hang down
beneath the crown, creating a unique "Tree Skirt" appearance. The basal pinnae (leaflets at the base) are
shorter, and the rachis (midrib) is prickly. This persistent skirt of dead leaves is the clearest way to

distinguish it from the Flying Tree Fern.
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FRMED > &—HF > FUESHETE] - The sori (clusters of spore-carrying sacs) are located at the midsection
of each veinlet. Each sorus is protected by a thin, circular indusium (covering membrane). These sori are

arranged in a single row on both sides of the midrib (costules) of the leaf segments.
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R eimiEeass o HIIREE X EFEI & - SAHTERER - RHER TARMHNEHEE 4 -
FIRESEEE » (Bl - FOF o fiT28F > P& © General Overview: The Taiwan Tree Fern is a
shade-tolerant arborescent (tree-like) fern belonging to the genus AZsophila within the Cyatheaceae
family. Its trunk can reach heights of over 10 meters, bearing a close resemblance to the Flying Tree Fern
(Sphaeropteris lepifera). 1t thrives in humid, shaded environments and 1s frequently spotted in low-

altitude forests or alongside hiking trails.

Foliage and Appearance: The leaves range from tripinnatipartite to tripinnate (triple-pinnate). The brown
petioles (leaf stalks) are armed with small prickles roughly 0.5 cm 1n length. Unlike some other species,
the aging fronds do not detach; instead, they wither and hang down beneath the crown, creating a
distinctive "Tree Skirt" landscape. The basal pinnae are shorter, and the rachis is prickly—this is the

primary feature that distinguishes it from the Flying Tree Fern.

Reproduction: A single sorus (cluster of spores) is located on the midsection of each veinlet, protected by

a thin, circular indusium. These sori are arranged in neat rows on both sides of the costules.



