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Queen Crapemyrtle ~ Queen Lagerstroemia ~ Pride-of-india

Lagerstroemia speciosa (Linn.) Pers.

Lagerstroemia flos-reginae Retz.

TJESZR}HLytnraceae) 857 J& (Lagerstroemia)

FEIEE ~ R - REERTL(SE AR EEYI#48%) ~ FRET - B HAL(ER) Aliases (Other
names):

e Queen Crape Myrtle / Giant Crape Myrtle (JZVEfSf - Literally "Explosion Tree" due to its
blooming style)

e Queen Crape Myrtle (K 5E£27%)

o Giant Crape Myrtle (KXEEE %% - As listed in the Lingnan University Campus Plant
Directory)

o Banaba (jF'%%%)

Pride of India / Crape Myrtle (5 H4L - Literally "Hundred Days Red" in Guangdong)

Frraoi ~ B0 HrERE R~ B~ FERIPNEE - AR K IEEEE - Origin:

e Tropical Asia and Australia; including Sri Lanka, India, Malaysia, Vietnam, and the

Philippines.

o BEEJERERIEEIETERH - Distribution:

o Widely cultivated in Taiwan for gardens, parks, and as a common roadside/street

tree.
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1. Horticultural and Landscape Ornamental: Known for its large, beautiful flowers
that bloom in spectacular, dense clusters. In autumn, the leaves turn a brilliant

golden yellow, making it a popular choice for ornamental garden cultivation.
2. Roadside/Street Tree: Frequently planted along streets for shade and aesthetics.

3. Timber (Wood) Uses: The wood is hard, highly rot-resistant, and features a bright
reddish hue. In its native regions, it is commonly used for furniture, boats, carts,
bridges, utility poles, railway sleepers, and construction. It is also used for

underwater structures; its economic value is said to be comparable to that of Teak.
4. Medicinal Uses:
= Bark and Leaves: Used as a laxative or to treat diarrhea.
= Seeds: Possess narcotic/anesthetic properties.
= Roots: Contain tannins and act as an astringent.
= Properties and Efficacy:

= Roots: Bitter and astringent. Used to treat carbuncles, sores, and

toxic swellings.
= Bark and Leaves: Used to stop diarrhea.
= Seeds: Used for anesthesia.

= Young Twigs: Can be charred and applied topically to relieve

toothaches.
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Stem (Trunk and Branches):

e Form: An arboreal tree, reaching a height of 8-15 meters with a diameter of 20-50

centimeters.

e Trunk: The trunk is straight with light brownish bark that is smooth and frequently peels
off in thin, flake-like strips.

e Branches: The branches are expansive, growing either upright or at an upward slant, and



are slightly pubescent (covered in fine hairs).

e Color Transition: New shoots are initially green, later turning gray, and eventually maturing

into a reddish-brown hue.

R RBEETSUNREMRET - & 16725 A4y > & 579 A7) 0 SlmliiiAaRz%E » BEiglsy
 EREECHES - £% > RE2AOUEGE > FHECESR > TR AR R M~
MR B HEREL © ER 172 A5 HERUER 24LEEGTALEEE - Leaves:

o Shape: Oblong or ovate-oblong, measuring 16—25 cm long and 5-9 cm wide.

e Apex (Tip): Obtuse (blunt) with a short, sharp point (mucronate).

o Base: Obtuse or rounded.

o Texture: Thick papery or thinly leathery (sub-coriaceous), with a smooth, entire margin.
e Color: The upper surface is a glossy green, while the underside is a paler shade.

e Venation: The midrib and lateral veins are slightly recessed on the upper surface and

prominent (raised) on the underside.
¢ Petiole (Stalk): 1-2 cm in length.

o Deciduous Phase: When the leaves are about to shed, they turn red or reddish in color.
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e Appearance: Large, numerous, and vibrant; when fully open, the diameter is approximately

6-8 cm.

¢ Inflorescence: Arranged in terminal racemes or panicles, ranging from 13-30 cm in length

and covered in brownish velvet-like hairs (tomentose).
¢ Pedicel (Flower Stalk): 1-2 cm long and pubescent (hairy).

¢ Calyx (Sepals): Urn-shaped (urceolate), 1-1.5 cm long, with 6 lobes at the tip.



- RE:

o Petals: 5-6 petals, purplish-red in color, ovate-shaped, 3-5 cm long and 2.5-4 cm wide.
They have blunt tips and irregular, wavy (undulate) margins; the "claw" (the narrow base of

the petal) is 1.5-2.5 cm long.

¢ Stamens: Numerous, with filaments protruding outward. Several filaments are notably

longer than the others; anthers are yellow and dot-like.

e Ovary: Globose (spherical) and glabrous (smooth/hairless).
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FEFA © Fruit:

o Type: The fruit is a capsule.
o Size: Approximately 3-3.5 cm in diameter when mature.

o Appearance: Once ripe, the capsules turn a dark brown color and dehisce (split

open) to release the contents.

o Seeds: Contains numerous seeds, each equipped with a wing (to aid in wind

dispersal).
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e Growth Habit: A deciduous tree, reaching a height of 8-15 meters. New branches start

green, transition to gray, and eventually mature into a reddish-brown color.

o Foliage: Features large, elliptical leaves that are smooth and hairless (glabrous) with short

petioles (leaf stalks).

¢ Flowers: Arranged in panicles; the flowers are large with a diameter of about 5-7 cm. They

consist of six purplish-red petals with irregular, wavy (undulate) margins.

e Fruit: The fruit is a capsule containing winged seeds.



[] Cultivation & Care:

Soil: Best grown in sandy loam that is well-drained and rich in organic matter.

o Light: Suitable for either full sun or partial shade.

¢ Transplanting: The optimal time for transplanting is in early spring, before new buds begin

to sprout.

o Stability: Large saplings are prone to wind-throw (toppling) after planting; they should be

reinforced with sturdy stakes/supports.

o Fertilization: Apply a small amount of well-rotted natural fertilizer every 3 months during

the growing season.

e Pruning: After leaves fall in winter, prune the tree to remove dead or thin/weak branches.

At this time, apply well-rotted compost.
e Growth Control:
o To encourage height, prune away side branches.

o To dwarf the plant, prune back the main trunk and vigorous "water sprouts"

(suckers), while retaining more side branches.



