L
 FOLAAE

B g

R A

<Al

Giant Elephant's Ear

Alocasiaodora(Lodd.) Spach
Alocasia macrorrhizaCE5-- 1 BIHEY)EE
Alocasia macrorrhiza(L.) Schott & Endl.

K EFH Araceae) it 2 /& (Alocasia)
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&) 1. Historical & Classical Names (from ancient Chinese texts):

 Haiyu (&5 - "Sea Taro")
« Shu Tian Cao (ZAKH - "Sky-Shaming Herb")
 Ge He Xian (F& 7l - "The Immortal across the River")
o Tian He (Kfif - "Heavenly Lotus")
2. Regional Names (mainland China):

e Yunnan: Dripping Taro CiE7K==), Wild Taro (¥75%), Black Aconite (B&ff—), Large Hemp Taro
ONED)

o Guangdong/Guangxi: Sky-Cover Taro (KZ2), Tiger Taro (FZFZ57), Wolfsbane of Guangdong
(BESRIREE - referring to its toxicity), Pointed-Tail Wild Taro (2R BF35-5H).

3. Common Names in Taiwan:
o Gupo Taro (GhZE- - The standard name in Taiwan)
e Mountain Taro (L[I5-58)

e  Wood Taro (KIF=5H)
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o Buddha's Lotus / Alocasia (£ %)
o Fine-Leaf Gupo Taro (4TEEALZEY)
4. Indigenous Names (Taiwan):
o Bagaiyau (Atayal Tribe)
o Kaiguwai (Paiwan Tribe)
B8~ WL~ BEEREE M Origin:
o Taiwan (It is an indigenous species).
« Southeast Asia.
o The Malay Archipelago (South Sea Islands).

e Australia.

EEFEURHEAR NIRRT - A F{ELLUIE - The Giant Upright Elephant Ear ($Alocasia$
$odora$) is a quintessential understory plant in Taiwan's ecosystems. Here is the translation for its

distribution:
Distribution (4345)
o Habitat: It grows in shady, damp areas under the sparse canopy of mountain valleys.

o Altitude: It 1s widely distributed across low to mid-altitude mountainous regions.
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Giant Upright Elephant Ear (4/ocasia odora) has a fascinating history of practical use in Taiwan,
balancing its role as a beautiful garden plant, a traditional "plastic wrap," and a potent (though dangerous)

medicine.
Uses (FH#£)
1. Landscaping & Ormamental Use:

o It 1s considered an excellent plant for garden landscaping, especially in shaded or



"tropical forest" themed areas.
2. Packaging:

o In the era before plastic bags, people would harvest the massive leaves and sell them to
fishmongers or butchers in traditional wet markets. The sturdy, waterproof leaves were

used to wrap fresh fish and meat for customers to carry home.
3. Medicinal (Traditional Medicine):

o External Application: The rhizome (rootstalk) can be mashed into a pulp and applied

externally to treat swollen poisons/toxins.
o Properties (Nature & Flavor): The rhizome and stem are acrid (spicy), cold, and toxic.

o Efficacy: It is used to clear heat, detoxify, reduce swelling, and promote the healing of

necrotic tissue.

o Treatments: Historically used for high fever, influenza, tuberculosis, typhoid, rheumatic

joint pain, nasal congestion, abdominal pain, and cholera.
o External Uses: Applied to treat boils, carbuncles, and insect or snake bites.
HNEMTE 2B - &aE 30~80 A% - Stem ()
o Texture: The stem is succulent and stout (fleshy/meat-like).
« Shape: It is cylindrical in form.

e Height: It can reach a height of 30 - 80 cm
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Shape: The leaf blades are semi-peltate (the stalk is attached near the center) or broadly ovate-

cordate (wide, heart-shaped).
e Apex (Tip): The tip 1s acuminate (tapering to a sharp point).
e Margin: Entire (smooth edges).

e Size: They are truly "giant," reaching lengths of up to 1 meter.



o Petiole (Leaf Stalk): The stalks are very long and sheath the stem at their base.

o Water Collection: The leaf sheaths at the base are shaped in a way that can actually collect and

hold water.
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2 - 3 stalks grow 1n a cluster; they are cylindrical, 12 - 60 cm long, and usually green (though sometimes

a "dirty" purple).
[] Spathe (The "Hood"):
o Tube (Lower Part): Green, 3 - 5 cm long, egg-shaped or short-elliptical.

< Jt o Limb (Upper Part): Boat-shaped and oblong, 10 - 30 cm long. It curves slightly downward and
ends in a beak-like tip.

e Color Changes: It starts green in the bud, turns yellow-green or greenish-white during bloom, and

fades to yellow or white as it withers.
[] Spadix (The "Spike"): This is the fragrant part inside the hood. It is divided into layers:
e Bottom: Female flowers (White, 2 - 4 cm long).
o Middle: Sterile male flowers (Greenish-white, 5 - 6 cm long).
o Top: Fertile male flowers (Pale yellow, 3 = 7 cm long).

e Appendix (The very tip): Pale green to creamy yellow, cone-shaped (3 - 5.5 cm long), and

covered 1n irregular grooves.
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Characteristics
e Type: Berry (succulent and fleshy).

e Shape: Spherical to ovate (egg-shaped).
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e Color: A vibrant, bright red when mature.

e Dimensions: Small and delicate, measuring 0.8 = 1.0 cm long and 0.5 - 0.8 c¢m thick.

o Seeds: Each berry contains 1 or 2 seeds.
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e Growth Form: A perennial, upright herb with a thick, short, fleshy rhizome.

e The Stem: Grows 30 - 80 cm tall and is marked with ring-shaped leaf scars (where old leaves
have fallen off).

e The Leaves: Large, heart-shaped (broadly ovate-cordate), and up to 1 meter long. The leaf

sheaths at the base of the long stalks can collect and hold water.

o The Flowers: Usually a solitary flower stalk appearing in Spring. The fleshy "hood" (spathe) is

green, with female flowers at the bottom and male flowers at the top.

e The Fruit: Spherical red berries containing a few seeds.



