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Taiwan Actinodaphne Pedicellate Actinodaphne

Litsea hypophaea Hayata
Litsea krukovii Kosterm.

Litsea kostermansii C. E Chang
Litsea kostermansii Chang

Actinodaphne pedicellata Hay. ex Matsum. et Hay. (= /& A1)
FER} (Lauraceae) REE T-J& (Litsea)
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e Standard English Names:
o Variable-leaf Neolitsea (or Litsea)
o Small-stem Litsea
o Descriptive & Regional Names:
o Yellow-flesh Tree: Huang-rou-shu (& [AJft)
o Yellow-flesh Machilus: Huang-rou-nan (&= At / /MBS A1)

o Iron-feces Machilus: Tie-shi-nan (§fg1 — referring to the dark or hardy nature of

the wood)
o Taiwan Yellow Machilus: Taiwan Huang-rou-nan (5 & & A1)
o Yellow Cattle Sandalwood: Huang-niu-tan (&4-fg)

e Taiwan
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Found across the entire island of Taiwan in low to mid-altitude mountainous regions, reaching
elevations of up to 700 meters. It is commonly distributed in Taipei, Miaoli, Taichung, Nantou,

Pingtung, and Taitung, primarily inhabiting dry, sun-facing hilly areas at low-to-mid altitudes.
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1. Material for Small Implements (/NEIZSE. FH#4): Commonly known as the "Yellow-flesh Tree,"
1ts wood 1s characterized by a distinct yellow hue. The timber 1s relatively dense and tough, with
an air-dry specific gravity of 0.94. The sapwood is yellow, while the heartwood is dark green. It
1S a suitable material for crafting small implements and furniture.

. Ecological Value (4ERE{BE): The fruits are a favorite food source for wild pigeons.
3. Culinary Substitute (B FIEE4): The seeds can be used as a substitute for table salt.
4. Medicinal Uses (ZF9):
o Properties (fEBR): The root is acrid (pungent) and warm in nature.
o PFunctions G8F): It acts as an aromatic stomachic (strengthens the stomach), promotes
the flow of O, and alleviates pain.
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An evergreen medium-to-small tree, reaching heights of 6-15 meters with a maximum diameter
of up to 50 cm. The branchlets are slender and covered with fine, dark-brown pubescence (soft

hairs).
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Leaves are alternate and obovate to obovate-lanceolate, 5-8 cm long and 2-3 cm wide. The apex
is obtuse, and the base is cuneate (acute). They are leathery (coriaceous) or thick-papery in
texture, with margins slightly recurved (revolute). The upper surface is a lustrous green, while
the underside is pale green or slightly glaucous (waxy-white powder). Pubescence (hairs) is
present along the midrib and lateral veins. There are 5-8 pairs of lateral veins, which are free-

ending near the leaf margins. The petioles are 0.3-0.5 cm long and pubescent.
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The flowers are yellow or pale yellow, with 4-6 flowers arranged in an umbel, clustered in the
leaf axils. The species is dioecious (unisexual flowers on separate plants). There are 4 involucre
bracts, which are decussate (arranged in opposite pairs forming a cross), elliptic, 0.3-0.4 cm long,
with an obtuse apex and long sericeous (silky) hairs. The pedicels are 0.1-0.15 cm long. The
perianth tube is slightly campanulate (bell-shaped), 0.1-0.12 cm long, and covered with coarse
hairs (hirsute). There are 6 perianth segments (tepals), which are lanceolate, 0.25-0.3 cm long,

with an acute apex and coarse hairs on the outer surface.

In male flowers, there are 9 fertile stamens that protrude from the flower; the filaments are
coarsely hairy, and only the third whorl of filaments possesses sessile glands. The anthers are
oblong and 4-celled, all introrse (opening inward), with no rudimentary ovary. In female flowers,
the ovary is elliptic and glabrous (smooth/hairless), with a style 0.3—0.4 cm long and an indistinct

stigma. Flowering occurs in spring.
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The fruit is an elliptic or oblong drupe (stone fruit), measuring approximately 1-1.5 cm in length
and 0.5-0.6 cm in diameter. It turns purplish-black when mature. The fruit cup (cupule) is

shallowly cup-shaped and thin-textured.
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An evergreen small-to-medium tree, occasionally reaching medium size, with branchlets covered
in fine, dark-brown pubescence. The leaves are obovate, approximately 5 cm long and 3 cm wide,
with a papery to slightly leathery (sub-coriaceous) texture; the upper surface is a lustrous green,
while the underside is covered with short soft hairs (pubescent). The umbellate inflorescences
are clustered in the leaf axils, featuring pale yellow perianths. The fruit is an elliptic drupe, about
0.8 cm long, turning purplish-black when ripe, supported by a thin, shallow, cup-shaped fruit cup
(cupule). Litsea akoidae (Small-stem Litsea) is an endemic species to Taiwan; it is highly common
and widely distributed throughout the island's low-altitude broad-leaved forests, typically

inhabiting dry, sun-facing environments.



