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HZAEG &0 ~ BBk ~ 2FaE - 578 - Native to Southern Japan, the Ryukyu Islands, Tropical Asia,

and Taiwan.

2EVEH 800 AR LURAEMALT » Throughout the entire island of Taiwan, it is found in the
understory of forests at altitudes below 800 meters.
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o Fibers & Ropes: The black fibrous leaf sheaths (palm hair) are used to make brooms, brushes,




and rain capes (min-no). The leaf rachis (axis) can be split to weave strong ropes.

o Shelter: The large pinnate leaves are traditionally used for thatching roofs or building temporary

sunshades/pavilions.
2. Edible Resources (& FI{E{HE)

« Edible Shoots: The tender young buds (heart of palm) are edible and often used in traditional

mountain cuisine.

e Sugar Production: Similar to its relative, the Sugar Palm, the petioles (leaf stalks) can be crushed

to extract juice for sugar making. This is why it is nicknamed the "Taiwan Sugar Palm."
3. Ornamental & Landscaping (ZEEE)

o With its elegant, arching fronds and robust form, it is an ideal ornamental plant for tropical-

themed gardens and parks.
4, Ecological Role: Butterfly & Bee Food (£REBE)
e Nectar Source: Its intensely fragrant flowers are a vital food source for bees and various insects.

o Larval Host Plant: The leaves serve as a food source for butterfly larvae, such as the Pale Palm-

Dart (Faunis eumeus) and other satyrine butterflies.
5. Medicinal Properties (B F3{E{E)
e Properties: Seeds are bitter, acrid, and warm in nature.
o Efficacy:
o Seeds: Used as a traditional medicine for blood purification.
o Fruit Peel: Acts as a nutritive tonic (restorative agent).
AR BREORA w4 =mEEY 1 & 3 AR - Stem and Habit (EEEE )
« ¥ e Form: A multi-stemmed shrub (clumping habit).

e Height: Relatively short and stout, typically reaching 1 to 3 meters.
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Structure: Leaves are odd-pinnately compound, alternate, and clustered at the base of the stem,

reaching lengths of 2 — 3 meters.

Leaflets: Numerous linear leaflets (60 - 80 cm long). A key feature 1s the terminal 2 — 3 leaflets
which are fused together.

Color Contrast: The upper surface is a rich dark green, while the underside is a distinct glaucous

gray-white.
Margins: Irregularly and sparsely serrated (saw-toothed).

Leaf Sheath: Enveloped in persistent black or brown fibrous material, which is a hallmark of this

species.
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Reproduction: Monoecious (separate male and female flowers on the same plant) with different

inflorescences (diclinous).
Inflorescence: A branched spadix within a large panicle.
Characteristics: The flowers are a vibrant yellowish-red and are intensely fragrant.

Timing: Blooms from May to June. Interestingly, female flowers typically bloom about a month

before the male flowers.
Male Flower: Features 3 petals (1.5 - 3 cm long) and numerous stamens with slender filaments.

Female Flower: Features a 3-celled ovary and smaller triangular petals.
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e Fruit Type: A globose or obovate drupe, 1.5 - 2 cm in diameter.
e Color Change: Transitions from green to yellow, then red, and finally black when fully ripe.

e Toxicity/Trritant: The fruit pulp contains calcium oxalate crystals, making it highly irritating to
the skin.

e Seeds: Usually 3 seeds per fruit, oblong and flattened on two sides, marked with grayish-brown

Spots.
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e An evergreen shrub with short, clumping (caespitose) stems.

e Leaves: Massive pinnate fronds (2 - 3 meters long). The leaflets are alternate with toothed

(dentate) margins and truncate/premorse (bitten-off look) tips.

e Color Contrast: The upper surface is a lustrous dark green, while the underside is a distinct

glaucous gray-white.
Reproduction (FEEREHE:
e Monoecious (separate male and female flowers on the same plant).
e Male Flower: Yellow and cup-shaped (cupule-like) with oblong petals and numerous stamens.

o Female Flower: Both calyx and petals are arranged in an imbricate (overlapping like tiles)

pattern.
Fruit and Ecology (R EHL4 #E):

e Fruit: A globose or obovate berry-like drupe (1.5 - 2 cm diameter). The color transitions from

green to yellow, then red, and finally black upon maturity.

o Fragrance & Wildlife: During peak bloom, the flowers emit an intense fragrance, especially at
night. This scent attracts various nocturnal moths, small animals, and consequently, snakes that

prey on them.






