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« JixZ 4 ¢ Formosan Turpinia

Turpinia formosana Nakai
B £ Turpinia arguta auct. non Seem.

Turpinia arguta Seem.
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e English: Taiwan Turpinia, Formosan Turpinia.

e Traditional Chinese:

o Shan-Xiang-Yuan (L[IZ[E]): "Mountain Fragrant Round" (referring to the fruit

shape).
Bl 4 : o Taiwan Shan-Xiang-Yuan (Z&([[Z[H]): Taiwan Mountain Fragrant Round.
o Shan-Gui-Hua (LLJFESE): Mountain Osmanthus (though it is biologically different
from true Osmanthus).
o Shan-Yuan-Zai (LLI[E]f¥): Mountain Little Rounds.
o Shan-Xiang-Yuan (LLI'&#2): Mountain Fragrant Citron.
o Ju-Ye-Du-Ying ($EEEH-BE): Saw-toothed Elaeocarpus (used in Taiwan Medicinal
Resources).
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o [HEH : e English: Tropical Asia and the Americas; this specific variety is endemic to Taiwan.
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e English: Found throughout the entire island of Taiwan in forests below 1,500 meters in

altitude. It is quite common in the central and northern regions, specifically in Yilan, Taipei,


https://kplant.atfr.org.tw/%E5%B1%B1%E9%A6%99%E5%9C%93/m/%E5%B1%B1%E9%A6%99%E5%9C%93m.htm

Taichung, Nantou, and Chiayi, typically growing in shady and humid mountain valleys.
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1. Daily Utility:

o Material: The wood 1s dark brown, lightweight, and soft, making it suitable for crafting
small household utensils.

o Fuelwood: The wood 1s highly flammable and easy to split, making it a favorite firewood
(fuelwood) among mountain residents and Indigenous peoples.

o Historical Importance: Its importance in mountainous regions was comparable to that of
the Acacia tree (Acacia confusa) in early low-altitude areas.

o Efficient Harvesting: After the main trunk is felled, the tree stump produces lateral
branches (suckers). Once these branches grow to about the thickness of an arm, they can
be harvested and placed directly into a cooking stove to burn without the extra effort of
splitting them 1nto smaller pieces.

2. Medicinal:

o Properties (Roots): Bitter in taste and "cold" in nature (according to traditional theory).

o Efficacy (Roots): Promotes blood circulation to disperse stasis (invigorates blood),
reduces swelling, and relieves pain.

o Indications: Used to treat traumatic injuries (bruises/sprains) and splenomegaly
(enlargement of the spleen).
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¢ Form: An evergreen tree, reaching a height of approximately 15 meters.

o Diameter: The trunk measures about 20-25 cm in diameter.

e Bark: Grayish-brown in color and rough in texture.

e Twigs (Branchlets): Cylindrical in shape, smooth, and entirely hairless (glabrous).



I B4 RIBEZERBEIRGGHY - RNERK & 8¥12 A AERYE 25 &
7y R AT N0y Sl ket - BEYY > B AR - REEAOURNIGE >
HSREK D - REWA EOEEE TR AR R E M e mEbEe - fAlkEE 78
&> PRRE M e EbEL - ERERTY > & 35 &0 Milmks K HARHET > Jolns

it ARERERE -

Type & Arrangement: Simple leaves, arranged opposite to one another.
e Shape: Oblong to oblong-lanceolate (long oval to sword-shaped).

e Size: Highly variable in size; typically 8-=12 cm long (sometimes reaching up to 25 cm) and

4-7 cm wide.

e Apex (Tip) & Base: The tip is acuminate (tapering to a point) or obtuse; the base is cuneate

(wedge-shaped).

o Texture & Margins: Leathery (coriaceous) texture with fine serrations (saw-like teeth) along

the edges.
e Color & Surface:
o Upper Surface: Glossy green.
o Lower Surface: Pale green.
o Texture: Both surfaces are smooth and hairless (glabrous).

e Venation: The midrib and lateral veins are impressed (sunken) on the upper surface and

prominent (raised) on the lower surface. There are typically 7-8 pairs of lateral veins.

e Petiole (Leaf Stalk): Cylindrical, 3-5 cm long. A key feature is that both ends are swollen
(pulvinus-like) with visible joints (nodes); the tip is slightly curved and sometimes tinted

purplish.
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e Size & Quantity: Flowers are small, numerous, and white.
e Sexuality: Bisexual (hermaphroditic).
e Dimensions: Measuring 0.4—0.6 cm in diameter when in full bloom.

¢ Inflorescence: Arranged in terminal or axillary panicles (conical clusters) measuring 20-30

cm long. The clusters are upright or diagonally ascending.

e Symmetry & Texture: Actinomorphic (radially symmetrical); smooth and hairless (glabrous)

or nearly hairless.
e Structure:

o Calyx (Sepals): Small and green with 5 lobes. Lobes are ovate-triangular, about 0.4—

0.5 cm long with sharp tips.

o Petals: 5 petals, arranged in an imbricate (overlapping) pattern. They are oblong or

oblong-lanceolate, 0.7-0.9 cm long, with blunt tips and a hairy interior.

o Stamens: 5 stamens, attached outside the floral disc. Filaments are 0.5-0.65 cm

long with yellow anthers.

o Ovary: Formed by fused carpels; the ovary is 3-lobed and incompletely 3-

chambered, with 2 or more ovules per chamber.

e Aesthetic: These are small, polypetalous (separate petals) flowers with high ornamental

value.

o Flowering Period: During the summer.
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e Type: A berry-like capsule (berry-like in appearance, but botanically a capsule).
e Shape & Size: Spherical (globose), approximately 0.8 cm in diameter.
e Color: Green or yellowish-green when young.

e Maturation: The fruit does not dehisce (it doesn't split open naturally). It matures during

the autumn and winter, with the color shifting from green to yellowish-brown.
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e Seeds: The seeds are flattened and have a bony (sclerified), hard texture.
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e Growth Form: An evergreen small tree, typically reaching 3-8 meters in height.
e Leaves: Simple leaves, arranged opposite to one another.

o Texture & Shape: Leathery (coriaceous); shapes range from oblong to lanceolate

with high variability in size (8—=12 cm long, 4-7 cm wide).

o Details: The tip is acuminate to obtuse, the base is wedge-shaped (cuneate), and the

margins have fine serrations.
o Petiole (Stalk): 3-5 cm long, with swollen ends and a slightly curved (flexuous) tip.
e Flowers: Small, white, and bisexual (hermaphroditic).
o Arrangement: Organized in terminal or axillary panicles (conical clusters).

o Structure: Radially symmetrical with 5 calyx lobes and 5 petals in an overlapping

(imbricate) pattern.

o Internal: 5 stamens attached outside the floral disc; a 3-lobed, 3-chambered ovary

with 2 or more ovules per chamber.

o Aesthetic: These are small polypetalous flowers with high ornamental value;

blooming occurs in summer.
e Fruit: A spherical capsule, approximately 0.8 cm in diameter.

o Maturation: Does not split open (indehiscent); matures in autumn and winter,

turning from green to yellowish-brown.



e Habitat: Endemic to Taiwan, found in subtropical secondary forests at altitudes below

1,800 meters.



