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« JEZf#8 ¢ Common Elaeocarpus

Elaeocarpus sylvestris (Lour.) Poir.
Adenodus sylvestris Lour.

Elaeocarpus decipiens Hemsl. ex Forbes & Hemsl.
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Elaeocarpus ellipticus (Thunb.) Makino
Elaeocarpus sylvestris (Lour.) Poir. var. sylvestris
Prunus elliptica Thunb.
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e Standard English Names:
o Woodland Elaeocarpus
o Common Elaeocarpus
e Regional & Descriptive Names:
o Du-ying (FE3E / #-&&): Elaeocarpus (The most common Chinese name)
o Shan-du-ying (LL[#£3): Mountain Elaeocarpus (From the Flora of Hainan)
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o Dan-ba-shu (f&/\£}): Danba Tree (A traditional name derived from Sanskrit or

regional dialects)

o Shan-dong-tao / Xiao-dong-tao (LLIZ&#k / /NZBEK): Mountain Winter Peach /
Small Winter Peach (Refers to the shape of its fruit)

o Hou-huan-xi (J&#X=): Monkey’s Delight (Though strictly speaking, "Hou-huan-xi"
usually refers to the related genus Sloanea, it is often used colloquially for

Elaeocarpus due to its attractive fruit)
o Song-wu (fAfE): Song-wu

o Hou-ke-zai ([E%%{F): Thick-shell Nut
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o Niu-shi-ke (4-Fg#9): Ox-dung Oak (A colloquial name referring to its appearance or
fruit)

o Yang-shi-shu / Yang-zai-shu (F£5Ef / =F{FHl): Goat-dung Tree / Goat Tree (Refers

to the small, dark, oval fruits that resemble goat droppings)
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Southern China, Kyushu (Japan), the Ryukyu Islands, and Taiwan.
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Commonly found in low-to-mid altitude mountainous regions throughout the island of Taiwan; it

is also distributed within the forests of Orchid Island (Lanyu).
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1. Landscaping and Omamental Use CG&8R&1H): With its elegant tree form and clusters of vibrant
green, lanceolate leaves at the branch tips, the Common Elaeocarpus is a stunning ornamental
species. Before falling, the old leaves turn a brilliant, dazzling crimson. This rhythmic change of
color makes it an excellent choice for autumn/winter foliage gardens. It 1s frequently planted in
parks, private gardens, and green spaces as an accent tree or a roadside (street) tree.

2. Mushroom Cultivation GERIEZFZEAYESA): The wood serves as an excellent substrate (log) for
cultivating shiitake mushrooms.

3. Dye Production (Z4f}): The bark can be processed and used as a natural dye.

4. Edible Fruit CRER[-& FH): The oval-shaped fruits resemble olives and are edible.

5. Industrial Oil (F&FH): Oil extracted from the seeds can be used in the production of soap and
industrial lubricants.

6. Medicinal Value (BEFH):

o Properties: The root 1s acrid (pungent) and warm 1n nature.
o Effect: The root helps dissipate stasis and reduce swelling. It is used to treat bruises,

traumatic injuries, and congestive swelling.
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A small tree, reaching approximately 10 meters in height. The branchlets are slender and

typically glabrous (smooth and hairless); older branches turn a dark brown color after drying.
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The leaves have a papery (chartaceous) texture and are obovate to oblanceolate in shape,
measuring 4-8 cm long and 2-4 cm wide. Juvenile leaves can be significantly larger, reaching up
to 15 cm in length and 6 cm in width. Both surfaces are glabrous (hairless); they turn a matte
dark brown when dried. The apex is obtuse or slightly acute, while the base is narrowly cuneate
and decurrent (extending down the stalk). There are 5-6 pairs of lateral veins, which are faintly
visible on the upper surface and slightly prominent on the underside; the reticulate (net-like)
veins are inconspicuous. The leaf margins feature obtuse serration or wavy-crenate teeth. The

petioles (leaf stalks) are 1-1.5 cm long and glabrous.
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The raceme inflorescences arise from the leaf axils at the branch tips, measuring 4-6 cm in
length. The rachis (flower stalk axis) is slender and glabrous, though sometimes covered with
grayish-white short pubescence. The pedicels (individual flower stalks) are 0.3—0.4 cm long,

slender, and usually smooth.

There are 5 sepals, lanceolate in shape and 0.4 cm long, which are glabrous. The petals are
obovate with the upper half "laciniate" (deeply fringed or torn) into 10-12 linear segments; the
outer base of the petals is hairy. There are 13—-15 stamens, approximately 0.3 cm long; the
anthers are slightly pubescent but lack apical hair tufts or appendages. The disk is 5-lobed,
spherical, completely separated, and covered with white hairs. The ovary is pubescent with 2—-3

cells (locules), and the style is 0.2 cm long. The flowering season occurs from April to May.
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The fruit is a small, elliptical drupe (stone fruit), measuring 1-1.2 cm in length. The endocarp (the

inner layer of the fruit wall) is thin and bony in texture, featuring 3 longitudinal ventral grooves.
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An evergreen large tree, reaching heights of over 20 meters. It features a straight trunk and a
broad, umbrella-shaped canopy. This lush green canopy is uniquely "studded" with scattered red

leaves, creating a striking visual contrast.

The leaves are simple and clustered at the branch tips. They are pinnately veined and range in
shape from lanceolate and oblong-lanceolate to oblanceolate, measuring 7-12 cm long and 2—
3.5 cm wide. Both ends are acute, and the margins are obtusely serrated. The leaves are smooth,
glabrous, and have small petioles that are swollen at one end; notably, the leaves turn bright red

before falling.

The inflorescence is a raceme, 5-10 cm in length. Both sepals and petals are in sets of five
(pentamerous). The white flowers are pendulous (drooping), with petals that are "laciniate" —
deeply fringed into silk-like threads at the tips. There are numerous stamens, and the anthers

open via apical pores. The flowering season is from May to August.

The fruit is an elliptical drupe, 2-2.5 cm long. The endocarp is hard and bony, with numerous
reticulate (net-like) grooves on its surface. Fruiting occurs from August to December, during
which the drupes turn from green to yellowish-black. Because the foliage turns red in autumn, it
is a highly ornamental deciduous-leaf species. In recent years, it has become a primary species

promoted for afforestation to enhance the recreational value of future forests.



