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Orange-leaved Pothos ~ Rock Vine.

Pothos chinensis (Raf.) Merr.
Pothos seemanniiSchott

Tapanava chinensisRaf.
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FEFF Aliases and Etymology of Pothos chinensis (FHEERE R 28 HH3K)

Category (5358) Representative Aliases ({872 5#%)|Meaning & Origin (B ZEELHK)
o The petioles (leaf stalks) have broad
_ . Tree-climbing Gourd, Green Gourd||
Morphological Traits e wings. When connected to the leaf blade,
. Tea, Rock Gourd (_-AEHE ~ &5 , ,
(Gourd-like) . N they create a silhouette resembling a
SHECR ~ OEHE) _
string of gourds.
_ o Describes how the plant uses aerial roots
o _ Rock Centipede, Wall-climbing o
Climbing Habit _ _ to cling tightly to rock faces and tree
_ _ Centipede, Hundred-foot Vine (2 . _ _
(Centipede-like) . trunks, resembling a giant centipede
WRES ~ _FEERRES - D RR) .
crawling upward.
Pomelo-leaf Vine, Citrus-leaf The leaves closely resemble those of the
Leaf Appearance Aroid, Strap-carrying Vine (fifi# |[Pomelo/Citrus tree, characterized by a
B~ MBEREE - AL - 5 ||distinet "winged" petiole that looks like a




R second leaf.

Paralysis Medicine, Tendon- Reflects its potent use in folk medicine
Medicinal Efficacy stretching Herb, Green Wind Vine ||for treating rtheumatism, promoting blood
(Rheumatism/Pain) (EVEEEE - {REREE ~ FEEE - & ||circulation, and healing traumatic injuries

ey

4 or bruises.

_ Based on visual associations with its
_ Rock Mandarin, Bamboo-knot o . .
Regional Common jointed stems or leaf shapes in various
Grass, Green Bamboo Marker (2 . . o
Names regional dialects (Guangxi, Guizhou,

T~ TS~ FITED

Yunnan).

FEIARERES ~ HiEK » 578 - Native Origin (FREEHE):
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e Regional: Southern Mainland China, the Ryukyu Islands, and Taiwan.
VR 1200 AR DU ECERFE SRR - [20UE5% = 8% - Distribution & Habitat (437755
H):
« A o Altitude: Typically found at elevations below 1,200 meters.
o Preferred Environment: Thrives on the trunks of broad-leaved trees with good light penetration
(filtered light) and on cool, damp rock faces.
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Multi-purpose Uses: Chinese Pothos (fliZERERY FH3R)
1. Ornamental and Landscaping (FEHE S
- I -

e Aesthetic Use: Due to its unique "gourd-shaped" leaves and climbing habit, it is an excellent
choice for ornamental garden planting, particularly for greening rock walls or tree trunks in

shaded areas.
2. Medicinal Properties (28 F (E{g)

o Nature (J£BR): The entire herb (whole plant) is Bitter, Acrid, and Slightly Warm.



 General Efficacy G&H):
o Dispels wind and eliminates dampness (Antitheumatic).
o Relaxes tendons and activates collaterals (Improves circulation).
o Clears heat, detoxifies, and reduces swelling.
o Promotes digestion, regulates Q1, and relieves pain.
o Resolves stasis and dissipates blood clots (Anti-inflammatory).
o Relieves coughs.
3. Specific Indications (EEHRFIE)
e Trauma & Orthopedics: Treats fractures, falls, and traumatic injuries (bruises).
o Internal Medicine: * Rheumatic joint pain and gout.

o Hepatosplenomegaly (enlarged liver and spleen) associated with late-stage

schistosomiasis.
o Hernias, beriberi (foot-rot), and pediatric malnutrition/stagnation (infantile malnutrition).

o ENT & Respiratory: Treats otitis media (middle ear infection), nasal congestion (runny nose),

and chronic coughs.
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e Form: An epiphytic climber, ranging from 0.4 to 6 meters in length.

o Structure: Sub-woody, pale brown, and nearly cylindrical with longitudinal striations. The stem 1s

about 2 cm thick with internodes 1 - 4 ¢cm long.

e Roots: Aerial roots (1 - 3 cm long) frequently grow in clusters from the nodes to anchor the

plant.

o Details: Features linear scale leaves (4 - 8 cm long) at the base of branches, which have multiple

parallel veins. The entire stem 1S green, except for the white membranous scales at the nodes.
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o Type: Unifoliolate compound leaf (looks like two leaves joined together), arranged alternately.
o Texture: Chartaceous (paper-like); deep green on top and pale green underneath when fresh.

o Blade: Elliptic to lanceolate-oblong, 6 — 13 ¢cm long and 1.5 - 5.6 cm wide. The apex is

acuminate to long-acuminate with a bristle-like tip (mucronate).

e The "Gourd" Petiole: The petiole is notably winged and jointed, 1 - 4 cm long and 0.5 - 1.2 cm
wide (about 1/6 the size of the leaf blade). This creates the characteristic "double-leaf" or "gourd"

appearance.

e Venation: Midrib 1s recessed on the top and prominent on the bottom; features 4 pairs of lateral

VEins.
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o Structure: An axillary spadix (the spike) enclosed or backed by a spathe (the leaf-like bract).

Bracts: 4 - 6 ovate bracts at the base, increasing in size upward.

Spathe: Ovate, green, about 0.8 cm long and 1.0 - 1.5 cm wide when spread.

Spadix: Short, elliptic to sub-globose, pale green or pale yellow, 0.7 - 1.1 cm long.

Phenology: Flowers and fruits throughout all four seasons.
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e Type: Berry.

e Color: Transitions from yellow-green to bright red upon maturity.
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e Shape: Ovoid or oblong, approximately 1 cm long, often with a slightly curved tip.
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4y 41t - Key Features: Pothos chinensis (Chinese Pothos)

1. Growth Habit & Stem (4 £ ML)
e Type: A climbing vine that uses aerial roots to cling tightly to rocks or tree trunks.
e Appearance: The stems are slender, green, and highly branched.

o Structure: Internodes measure between 1.2 to 2.5 cm. Leaves at the lower part of the stem can be

significantly smaller.
2. Foliage (ZESHRFE)
o Shape: Alternate leaves, ranging from ovate-elliptic to lanceolate-oblong.
e Size:5-10cm long and 1.5 - 3 cm wide.
e Details: Hairless (glabrous) on both sides with prominent, raised reticulate (net-like) venation.

e The "Wings": The petiole (1 - 6 cm long) features flat, green wings (0.5 - 1.2 cm wide), giving

the leaf its signature "double-layered" or "gourd" look.
3. Inflorescence ({EFF)
e Season: Blooms in the Spring.
o Position: Flowers emerge from the branch tips (terminal) or leaf axils.
o Structure: * Peduncle: About 1 cm long with 3 - 4 bud scales at the base.
o Spathe: Hood-shaped (galeate), 0.6 - 0.8 cm long.
o Spadix: Nearly spherical to elliptic, 0.6 = 0.8 cm long, supported by a 0.4 cm stalk.

o Floral Parts: Bisexual flowers with 6 perianth segments and 6 stamens.



4. Fruit (RE)
o Type: Elliptic berries.
e Color: A striking red when ripe.

e Size: Upto 1 cm in length.



