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Formosan Sweet Gum ~ Fragrant Maple ~ Beautiful Sweetgum

Liquidambar formosana Hance

4R (Hamamelidaceae ) fE 7 & (Liguidambar)
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FHEAR Mushroom Bed Log RHAfE &8 E AERIEEENEE AR -
;#;@ /RS Sacred Feng / Large-leaf Maple  ||[BHHAF bk RE FAYFEHL -

e DAEE - PEEM)] - HEGE » 2 - Native to regions south of the Yellow River in

China, stretching west to Sichuan, east to Taiwan, and south to Guangdong.

GUEBRGET PRI 2,000 A RS - R o FIREH S R LA ER L E iR B

TR ER aiAMAE © Widespread across Taiwan, ranging from the plains to altitudes of 2,000

meters. It is extremely common. It frequently appears on cleared land (pioneer sites); notably, in the

central mountainous regions between Puli and Wushe, it often forms extensive pure forests
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(monocultures).
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JREEETE © 1. Landscaping and Ornamentation (EIZ5EERE)

o English: With its straight trunk and elegant, towering form, it is an excellent choice for

ornamental gardening, roadside trees, and high-end bonsai.
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2. Resin Applications (1ff5 FHiR)

o English: The resin secreted from wounded branches is known as "Liquidambar Resin" or "{EZ
Hg" (Féng Xi a ng Zh 1). It can be used as a raw material for chewing gum and is also used in

traditional medicine.
3. Ecological Use: Sericulture (BEHJFIZR)
o English: The leaves serve as a food source for the larvae of the Saturniid moth (Great Silk Moth).
4, Timber and Wood Products (KA1 FH#R)

o English: Classified as a Grade II Broadleaf wood, its timber is pale reddish-yellow or white with
distinct annual rings and high decay resistance. It is used for construction beams, crates,
agricultural tools, and small furniture. It 1s also a primary "bed log" for cultivating Shiitake

mushrooms or shredded for "space bags" to grow other fungi.
5. Medicinal Properties (%% FE {(E1{8)
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AL (Part) FERFA (Key Effects & Indications)

(Property)
RE GREE| 7 Diuretic & Meridians: Promotes water metabolism and lactation; treats
i) joint pain, edema, and menstrual blockage.

Detox & Pain Relief: Clears "wind-dampness"; treats dysentery and

#E (Leaves) |5 ~

carbuncles (swelling).

BilE (BB o Blood & Healing: Stops bleeding, promotes tissue regeneration, and

) relieves pain from traumatic injuries or ulcers.

R AR e Anti-theumatic: Relieves wind-related pain; treats scabies and rheumatic
>

(Roots) joint pain.

A S 40 AR RE 1 AR ek - B AG R o KeEt o BRI
ZIHYZIRE - R BIS BAERRSE o A large deciduous tree, reaching heights of up to 40 meters
with a trunk diameter of up to 1 meter. The crown is broad and expansive. In its youth, the bark is

smooth and grayish-brown; as it matures, it becomes coarse with deep, longitudinal fissures and turns a

dark brown color. The resin possesses a unique and pleasant fragrance.

HIEL AL WA - AR Wik 3~6 &0 ERE A= SEE LA QE W
EFPEEE - & 8~10 A% 0 T 10~12 A0y - AFEIZECLIEY - RimsideEak - 4
B5%% > PORSEERRATEE - I BE R BB A & ORI E L - Leaves are simple and alternate, clustered
at the tips of branches, with long petioles (leaf stalks) measuring 3 — 6 cm. The blades are typically three-
lobed, though young leaves are frequently five-lobed. They are papery in texture, smooth and hairless on
both sides, measuring 8 - 10 cm 1n length and 10 - 12 ¢cm in width. The base 1s rounded or heart-shaped,
with apexes that are acute or caudate (tail-like). The margins are finely serrated. In autumn, the foliage

turns a brilliant red. A unique feature is that when crushed, the leaves emit a fragrance similar to that of a

guava.
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= WEERFEZS - The flowers are unisexual and monoecious (male and female flowers on the same
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tree), appearing in spring concurrently with the new leaves. The flowers are a pale yellowish-green and
bloom from February to March. Bracts are deciduous (falling early), and there 1s no perianth (petals or

sepals).

o Male Flowers (F4E): Arranged in a capitate (head-like) inflorescence within short racemes.
They are petal-less, inconspicuous, and grow in clusters. Numerous stamens are mixed with small

scales; anthers are two-celled, and the filaments are smooth, measuring about 0.15 cm.

o Female Flowers (#7E): Borne on a slender, long peduncle (flower stalk). The inflorescence is
globose (ball-shaped). There are 2 styles, each 1 cm long and pubescent (hairy). The base
contains 4 or 5 prickly scales alternating with 4 or 5 short, vestigial (degenerate) stamens. The

ovary 1s two-celled with numerous ovules.

TR » ARG - SNPALE/NRBR » BAgE - 184y 2.5 A7) fE&AG
AR RECRGIR - JeimZdbaE 1~2 M B R Pl seefdy - Ht /A2 efdET - seefir
Al BETY - ®£49 0.7 A7 Aeetlr2ARARES - €4 0.1 2% - 1ERH] 3~9
H ° The fruit is a globose capsule (infructescence), formed by the fusion of multiple fruits into a head-
like cluster. It resembles a small, dark brown prickly ball, approximately 2.5 cm in diameter. After
flowering, the styles elongate into spines. Upon maturity, the capsule splits to release 1 — 2 fertile seeds
which are elliptical (approx. 0.7 cm) with flat, narrow wings. The remaining seeds are sterile, appearing

as 1rregular angular grains (approx. 0.1 cm). The fruiting period typically lasts from March to September.

BN EEREEEE AR BER A - FHETERIK - AR 2 HAETERGHIPR - GEH
FRni 2 - KRR IER TP RS 0 IRIER SEAL » R —TCOERREEE - KRR
T BEGRMAR KL AEEZMEAER » SRR ER - EEERE

7% 0 FTAEEE AR S REIMAL S EZ N RS - L840 7% - WEEMR - RE R
EFEKPHIZEEER - Ve G EIEETE T2k » IR E BRI EIFE T CREL - (5
(ESRE E2TEF 2/ N FRDAR SRS By | BEES 2 | - IS Ryt 5 B 2 S a2
fii > — o (678 ARsE) [0 Botanical Family: A deciduous tree belonging to the Hamamelidaceae
(Witch-hazel family).

[] Identification: It is distinguished by alternate leaves and prickly ball-shaped capsules, unlike maples

(Acer), which have opposite leaves and winged samaras.

] The "Lulu-tong" (B&E%3E): The fruit is a globose multiple fruit. After the seeds disperse, the mature

fruit remains with numerous small hollow chambers (empty locules), which 1s why it 1s named "Lulu-



tong" (meaning "all paths open") in Traditional Chinese Medicine.

[ 1 Ancient Heritage: The Chinese Sweet Gum is one of the oldest surviving tree species in the world.



