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Vernicia fordiiHemsl.) Airy Shaw(§ EIfE475E)
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Vernicia montanalour. (A - - BIFE Y58
- Bl KEEFH(Euphorbiaceae) JHIfH & (Vernicia)
- Bl -
FRERRE - AR ~ BEPEEH - REEZAEEMEEUE - [ Native Origin: Mainland
. R China, primarily distributed in regions such as Guangdong and Guangxi.
[] In Taiwan: Widely cultivated throughout low-altitude mountainous areas across the province.
SH At s s SRS, - HAE - MR O E TR « A aTEUEE - kS ~ RIgHIF &S -
EEERIHRE ] DU AR ZERIBEZKCH » 5 RaRAenV4am » e FMH % « REER - 17
7 15] - The Tung tree is a highly valuable economic tree species with versatile applications:
e Industrial Oil (Tung Oil): The seeds are crushed to extract Tung Oil, a drying o1l used in
industrial applications.
g : o Waterproofing & Coatings: Historically used to produce paint and waterproof coatings. A classic

example 1s the Meinong paper umbrellas, where the canopy is coated with Tung oil for a lustrous,

waterproof finish.

e Timber Products: The wood is used to manufacture furniture, matchsticks, wooden clogs (geta),

and toothpicks.

o Landscaping: Frequently planted as garden ornaments or roadside trees due to its beautiful white

blossoms.

faE AR E o B 7 FE S o [0 Habit: A deciduous tree reaching heights of over 10

. K meters.

[ Bark: Relatively smooth in texture.
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ETFR&FEN > BEO4AEREW > BE > WEPSE=EREER - IREERE - EREE—HINRER
fe > BRS[ihi - 2 - BIMESE L ERAYTHAE - [0 Structure: Green, alternate leaves with long
petioles (leaf stalks).

[] Shape: Simple leaves, typically heart-shaped (cordate) or with 3 to 5 lobes. The leaf venation is

prominent and web-like (reticulate).

[ ] Nectar Glands: A defining feature is a pair of cup-shaped glands at the base of the leaf. These glands

secrete nectar to attract ants, bees, and butterflies, serving an ecological role in defense or pollination.
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PRI IES: » BE 3~5 Hﬁaﬁﬁ—: BRI S 4) > El—WEK > LR EF Y B o E A
RIRIIREE > WK R IRETE - HOBNE(ENH " A ) #EME - [0 Reproduction: Monoecious

(separate male and female flowers on the same tree).

[] Appearance: Each flower has 5 white petals. Male flowers contain 8 - 10 stamens, with a vibrant

reddish-yellow center.

A

[] Inflorescence: Large clusters of terminal cymes GEREAEFE).
[] Blooming Season: March to May.

[] Cultural Note: Due to their delicate and light nature, the blossoms flutter in the wind like

snowflakes, earning the poetic nickname "May Snow" (. B ).

REImEE > REEA L BERE > HT RFEIE - REWNAET 3~5 #H - [0 Fruit: The

apex 1s blunt and rounded. The skin (exocarp) is scattered with numerous wrinkles.

[] Seeds: Each fruit contains 3 to 5 broad-ovate seeds, which are the source of industrial Tung oil.
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bhies « JHfE 244 1 Aluerites fordiHemsi » fE8A - 4~7T A

( Z=5FEARE ~ YA ~ JHfE)(Tung tree or Tung oil tree)

A E244 0 Aleurites montana E. H. Wilson » {61 : 3~5 H

(T ~ BEHDHAR ~ 84 ~ JHff)(Tung tree ~  Tung oil tree) General Overview (F§3tt):

In botanical classification, Tung trees belong to the Euphorbiaceae (Spurge family). They were introduced



to Taiwan over a century ago and are native to the Yangtze River basin in China. In Taiwan, there are two
primary species: Vernicia fordii (Smooth Tung) and Vernicia montana (Wrinkled Tung). The main

distinction lies in the texture and shape of their drupes (fruits).

1l Comparison Table: The Two Major Species

BE (Feature) ||[=4EfE (Smooth Tung) TEEM / AHIME (Wrinkled Tung)
B4 (Scientific o B . ( Vernicia montana (syn. Aleurites
Vernicia fordii (syn. Aleurites fordii)

Name) montana)
HRAl$ . . .

, SeAfE ~ HAE ~ =54 (Tung Tree) TR ~ BEEOHME - $8HE (Tung Tree)
(Aliases)
SRR (Fruit
Skin) Smooth GE7%); apex is usually pointed. |[Wrinkled (B #H8); surface is uneven.
TEEH (Bloom _ , ,

_ April to July (slightly later) March to May (earlier)
Period)

_ Grows fast, starts producing oil in 3 Slower to mature but lives much longer

EREEE

years, but has a shorter lifespan. with higher cumulative yield.




