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Purple Bauhinia » Purple Camel's-foot Tree

Bauhinia purpurea L.
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Hong Kong Orchid Tree / Purple Bauhinia (& 7j): Though "Hong Kong Orchid Tree" is

often used for a related hybrid, it is a common alias here.

Purple Bauhinia / Variegated Bauhinia (55{E£E5HH): Highlighting its vibrant purple-to-

pink flowers.
Orchid Tree / Mountain Ebony (SEEEFH): The most standard common name.
Guangzhou Bauhinia (SEEFEHE - BEN): Its specific regional name in Guangzhou (Canton).

Ling-Jia Flower (F5EEFE): A classical name found in the historical botanical text "lllustrated

Catalogue of Plants" (TE¥)24 & [E7%).
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o Native to India, Sri Lanka, and the Southern provinces of China.

o Introduction to Taiwan: It was first introduced to Taiwan from Hawaii in 1903, with

several subsequent introductions following that.
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Widely planted throughout the entire island of Taiwan.
It is particularly abundant in the Central and Southern regions (7 ~ 5 Zf).

Nicknamed "The Rhododendron of the South" (EEZFHIFEEA{E): Because it blooms so
vibrantly in spring—similar to how Rhododendrons/Azaleas blanket the north—it earned

this beautiful title.
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1. Excellent Species for Gardens and Roadside Trees (FZ[& - {TEMBHE BEETE):

o Resilient & Fast-Growing: It is drought-tolerant ([fif5) and grows very quickly (Z4E).

« Easy Propagation: It is easily grown from seeds (f T-ZE 25 5)). Remarkably, a seedling can
begin to bloom in just 2 years (B4 2 FERIEBALE).

o Blooming Period: The flowers typically appear in late autumn or early winter (H{:Hk 5
),

2. Rare Cultivars & Variations (SLfEEEFE): While the standard purple-pink is most common,

you may occasionally see these special varieties:

e White Orchid Tree (3 &5 - cv. "Alba"): Starts as a pale pink and matures into a pure
white flower.

e Violet Orchid Tree (2¥%EH - cv. "Violacea"): Features deep blue-purple (E:‘2:th)

blossoms.
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« Form: A deciduous, upright, medium-sized tree (;% & 5 17 & AK).
« Bark: The bark is grayish-white (f&f 7 /% ().
« Branching:

o It has numerous branches (E.75 26 #157£5), and the main branches are stout and

strong ({5 FH ).
o The branchlets either ascend obliquely (£} I F-#&) or droop slightly (1% T #E).

o Surface Texture: The stems are mostly smooth and hairless (3¢5 =), though some may

have a faint soft pubescence (%755 Z25/HU NHTE).
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o Family Trait (FE55#): There are numerous species in the Bauhinia genus, but they all

share a common feature: the leaf tip is split into two (254734 5 ). The veins are



prominent on the underside, and the leaf is broadly heart-shaped or circular, closely

resembling a goat's hoof (FiE{LI=E ).

Arrangement & Shape: Simple leaves, alternately arranged (EEEE7 k). The overall shape

is ovate-circular (J[I[E]/JF) or ovate-oblong.
Size: Typically 7-10 cm long and 6—8 cm wide.

The "Split" (5¢im 2 24): The tip is obtuse (blunt) and deeply cleft, with the split usually
reaching 1/3 to 1/2 of the leaf's total length.

Base & Margin: The base is shallowly heart-shaped (=,,f) or nearly truncate (flat). The

margins are entire (£2%4% - smooth).
Texture & Surface:

o Leathery (BEZ5/E): The leaves feel firm and sturdy.

o Top Surface: Smooth and glossy (FRIEIDEE).

o Underside: Slightly covered with grayish hairs (£ H 758 K B EEH).
Venation: There are 9-11 primary veins radiating from the base.

Petiole (££4{K): About 3-3.5 cm long, with nodes/joints at both ends (il 5.7 FEED).
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Arrangement ({LFF):

o Type: A corymb (4= LFF)—flowers are clustered with stalks of different lengths so

they form a flat or slightly rounded top.
o Position: Located at the tips of branches (terminal) or in the leaf axils (axillary).

Blooming Timing (BE{LHS1%): Often blooms before the leaves emerge (4-ZEFH ) or

simultaneously with the leaves. This creates a magnificent spectacle (j-#) as the tree



turns completely pink.

e Structure:

O

Bracts: Small and triangular.
Pedicel (Flower stalk): 0.6—1.2 cm long.

Calyx ({EEZ): The calyx tube is cone-shaped. The lobes are spathe-like ({ff:&k Ei ik —

like a single wrap-around leaf), splitting into 2 segments, about 2-2.5 cm long.

Petals ({E3): Oblanceolate ({Z]#7£17) with long claws (5 J[\—the narrow base

of the petal). They are red/pink and are twice as long as the calyx.

Stamens (J#LS): It has 3—4 fertile stamens (52 & [ EL). Note: This is a key

identification feature.

Pistil (l:£X): The ovary is covered in gray soft hairs (Jk 2 2%3F;) and sits on a long
stalk. The style is long, and the stigma is large and oblique/crooked (3-8 A [fi &).
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o Type: A linear pod (347 F2)—looks like a very long, flat green bean.

o Texture: Hard and leathery (i :5/E), flat (f§), and smooth/hairless (&5 HEF).

o Dehiscence (Fi34): It splits open (Fi2) upon reaching maturity to scatter seeds.

e Seeds: Contains 12-15 seeds inside.

e Dimensions: The pod is impressively long, measuring 13—30 cm in length and 2-3 cm in

width.
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e Tree Form: A deciduous tree (% EEEK).

o Foliage Details:

o

Leaves are leathery (£5'5) and often heart-shaped (/).



o They are relatively large, 11-14 cm long (sometimes reaching up to 18 cm).

o The leaf lobes (the "toes" of the hoof) can be obtuse (blunt) or occasionally acute

(pointed).
Floral Highlights:
o Inflorescence: Axillary or terminal corymbs covered in short hairs (#7550 F).
o Petals: Oblanceolate, pale red/pink (384 &), 4-5 cm long.

o The Secret Mark: The claws/stems of the petals (J#f/) feature white stripes (= &

{&41)—this is a beautiful detail often missed by casual observers!
o Stamens: Features 3 to 4 fertile stamens (5 4/t £).

o Pistil: The ovary has a long stalk (E.&1#).



