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Ardisia cornudentata Mez subsp. morrisonensis (Hayata) Yuen P. Yang

A Ardisia cornudentata Mez (5 &4 BHIfEYEE)
- Bl £ &4 FHMyrsinaceae) & 4 J&(Ardisia)
o #%PRZE (Tié YU San): Iron Umbrella
« B4 o PRZ(F (YU S3n Z3i): Little Umbrella
o PRENESEH (Xian Chi Zi Jin Nid): Glandular-toothed Ardisia (Ardisia adenophora)
e EM<$ (Wan Lidng Jin): Ten-thousand Taels of Gold (Often used for Ardisia crenata)
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e Native to: Endemic to Taiwan.
- [REEH - e Distribution: Found throughout the island in mountainous regions at low to mid-
elevations, typically ranging from 300 to 1,500 meters.
e Habitat: Commonly seen in the understory of forests or along roadsides.
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¢ Regional Distribution: Found in Yilan, Taipei, Taichung, and Nantou.
ki e Specific Habitats: Located in low-elevation mountainous areas, valleys, and on forested
slopes.
e Environmental Preference: Thrives in shaded or damp/moist environments.
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e 1. Landscape Use: Suitable for use as a hedge or as ornamental garden plants.
e 2. Medicinal Use:
o Nature & Flavor: The whole plant is bitter in taste and neutral (balanced) in nature.



o Efficacy: The whole plant is used for reducing swelling, dispersing blood stasis,
invigorating blood circulation, and relieving pain.
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e Growth Habit: A shrub or subshrub, reaching a height of approximately 1 meter.

e Branching: Typically unbranched along the main stem, though it often develops flowering

branchlets at the apex (top).

o Texture: The stem is thick and stout, as well as glabrous (smooth and hairless).
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e Shape: Leaves are elliptic-lanceolate to oblanceolate, sometimes even obovate.
e Size: 7-14 cm long and 1.5-3.5 cm wide.

e Apex & Base: The tip (apex) is acute to acuminate (sharply pointed), while the base is

cuneate (wedge-shaped).
o Texture: Succulent-papery (carnose-chartaceous) in texture.

e Margin (Edges): Features fine to coarse serrations (saw-toothed). Critically, the tips of

these teeth often bear glandular dots.
e Surface & Venation:
o The upper surface is bright or dark green and smooth.

o The underside is pale green and may have small scales or fine soft hairs

(pubescence), especially at the base of the midrib.

o Lateral veins are numerous, fine, and nearly straight, sometimes ending at the

glandular teeth.

e Petiole (Leaf Stalk): 0.4-0.9 cm long, pubescent (hairy), grooved, and featuring narrow
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wings.
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This description of the flowers is the final piece of the puzzle! It perfectly matches the Glandular-

toothed Ardisia (Ardisia adenophora).

Note how different this is from the "Pepper Vine" (Piper) description at the very beginning—

instead of drooping spikes, we have these star-like, umbrella-shaped clusters (umbels).

e Inflorescence: Flowers are arranged in umbels or compound umbels, typically containing

8-13 small flowers (each 0.4-0.5 cm long).

e Position: The flower clusters are lateral (on the sides) or emerge from the leaf axils. They

are short (0.3—0.7 cm) and pubescent (hairy).
e Buds: Flower buds are conical in shape.

e Calyx (Sepals): The sepals are arranged in an imbricate (overlapping like shingles) pattern.
They are broadly ovate to nearly circular, about 0.15 cm long, with ciliate margins (hairy

edges) and membrane-like borders.

e Petals: Ovate, 0.5-0.9 cm long, with acute to acuminate (sharp) tips. They feature

scattered spotting (mottling) and are smooth/hairless on both sides.

e Stamens: These are the same length as the petals. The anthers are narrowly lanceolate

with sharp tips and spotted backs.
o Flowering Season: Occurs from April to June.
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e Type: The fruit is a drupe (a fleshy fruit with a central stone).
e Shape & Size: Globose (spherical), with a diameter of 0.5-0.8 cm.

e Color: Turns bright red when mature.
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e Surface: The skin may be plain (without spots) or feature prominent glandular spots.

e Texture: Fleshy and succulent.
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e Growth Habit: An evergreen small shrub with clustered, smooth branches, reaching a

height of approximately 1 meter.
e Foliage:
o Type: Simple leaves, alternately arranged with short petioles.
o Dimensions: 7-14 cm long, 1.5-3.5 cm wide.
o Shape: Oblong, oblanceolate, or obovate; acute to cuneate base and acute tip.
o Margin: Distinct sparse serrations (saw-toothed).

o Texture: Upper surface is smooth; the underside features hairs in the vein axils. The

midrib is prominent (protruding) on both surfaces.
e Inflorescence & Flowers:
o Type: Umbel clusters containing 6-9 flowers.
o Details: Pedicels (flower stalks) are ~1 cm long with glandular hairs.

o Corolla: White, 5-lobed; petals are ovate with acute tips, ~0.5 cm long, and covered

in glandular dots. Anthers are also sharp-tipped and dotted.



e Fruit: A spherical drupe, 0.5-0.8 cm in diameter, typically turning bright red.



