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Bauhinia variegata Linn.

By o
Bauhinia alba Buch.-Ham. ex Wall.
« ®Bla1 - TRl (Fabaceae)=EFE HH & (Bauhinia)
o FEFH - BEFE - FEESH(RIN) - £LER - ALMEERT - EIERT - BIEEAE English
Common Name: Purple Bauhinia / Butterfly Tree
e Botanical Name: Bauhinia purpurea
The aliases you provided translate as follows:
e Orchid Tree / Camel's Foot (25 H - Yang Ti Jia: The most common general name for the
genus in Taiwan)
Bl o Horseshoe Bean (5 [ii . - Refers to the shape of the leaves and its legume family)
o Hong Kong Orchid Tree (Guangzhou usage) (2457 - Note: This is very confusing! In
Guangzhou/Mainland China, "% 227" refers to this species, but in Hong Kong and Taiwan, "
JEEEHET or "EEE2HT" usually refers to the sterile hybrid we just discussed.)
o Red Bauhinia / Red-Flowered Bauhinia (A['37] / 4L1E455)
e Curved-Leaf Tree (Z2ELEfit - Refers to the way the leaf lobes often fold or curve)
o South Asian Cherry Blossom (F3 (L - A poetic name used in Southeast Asia and
Southern Taiwan because of its pink-purple bloom)
o HEIREERENE - &E7Y 1896 ~ 1900 575 [#E - Origin:
. o Native to Mainland China and India.
« JREEM
o Introduction to Taiwan: It was introduced to Taiwan twice, in 1896 and 1900, during
the early Japanese colonial period.
o RBUITERAE - BEEE RAVEECR - Distribution:
il

o Cultivated throughout the region (everywhere in Taiwan).
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o Itis avery common ornamental flowering tree found in gardens and parks.
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¢ A very common ornamental flowering plant for gardens.

o Widely used as a street tree, landscape tree, and for hedges or screening along outer walls

and fences.
[ ] Medicinal (Traditional Medicine):
e Properties (Nature & Flavor): The Root is bitter, astringent, and neutral in nature.

¢ Root Efficacy: Used to treat pneumonia, hepatitis, bronchitis, general coughs, hemoptysis
(coughing up blood), indigestion, acute gastroenteritis, joint pain, and traumatic injuries

(bruises/falls).

Root Bark Efficacy: Used for "cooling the blood" and stopping bleeding (hemostasis).
thiE 46 AR BZEOR BIRCHEAT LR - MR E T ER - AEEESE - Stem
(Trunk and Branches)

e Height: Typically grows to 4—6 meters tall (generally smaller and more shrub-like than the

Hong Kong Orchid Tree).
e Branching: Features numerous branches.
o Texture: The main branches are thick, sturdy, and smooth.
o Twigs: The smaller, younger twigs tend to be slightly drooping (pendulous).

¢ Distinctive Feature: The young twigs are covered in rusty-colored (ferruginous) fine hairs,

which is a helpful identifier compared to other species.
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Bauhinia (Bauhinia purpurea). You’ll notice some subtle differences here compared to the sterile

hybrid we translated earlier—specifically the texture and the petiole (leaf stalk) length.



Leaf (E£) Characteristics
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Arrangement: Leaves are alternate.

Shape: Reniform (kidney-shaped) or horseshoe-shaped, resembling a sheep's hoof (hence
the name =EFFH).

Dimensions: 5-15 cm long and 5-16 cm wide.

Texture: The leaf surface has a powdery or glaucous (755’E) finish. The texture is nearly

leathery (coriaceous) and the leaf flesh is noticeably thick.
Apex (Tips): The tip is blunt and rounded.

Cleft (Split): The leaf is bilobed, with the split typically reaching 1/4 to 1/3 of the way down
the leaf blade.

Base: Deeply cordate (heart-shaped) at the base.
Venation: Features 11 primary veins.

Petioles (Leaf Stalks): Stout and sturdy, 1.5-2.5 cm long (slightly longer than the hybrid).

They are either smooth (glabrous) or only slightly covered in soft hairs.
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LB 45 {E - This section describes the flowers of the Orchid Tree (Bauhinia variegata),

which is often called the "South Asian Cherry Blossom" in Taiwan because it blooms so profusely in

the spring.

Flower ({£) Characteristics

Inflorescence: Flowers are numerous and grow from the sides of branches (lateral). They

are arranged in corymbs or dense racemes (clusters).
Structure:
o Bracts: Small and triangular.

o Pedicels (Flower Stalks): Noticeably upright, 0.8—1.2 cm long.
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o Calyx: The tube is 2-2.5 cm long; the lobes are spathe-like and have smooth (entire)

edges.
o Petals:
o Shape: Obovate (egg-shaped but wider at the tip).
o Size: 3.5-5 cm long and 2.5-3 cm wide.

o Details: The tips are blunt, and the base has a "claw" (narrow section) measuring

0.5-0.8 cm.

¢ Reproductive Parts: Features 3-5 fertile stamens. The ovary has a long stalk, a slender

style, and a tiny stigma.
¢ Blooming Season: Spring (March to May).

e Visual Impact: When in full bloom, there are many flowers and few leaves, creating a

colorful "blanket" over the entire tree.

e Color: The corolla is peach-pink with deep purple stripes/streaks.
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fruit of the Orchid Tree (Bauhinia variegata). Unlike the sterile "Hong Kong Orchid Tree" we

discussed first, this species produces functional seed pods.

Fruit (5R'E) Characteristics

Type: The fruit is pod-like (legume).

Dimensions: 16—33 cm long and 2-2.5 cm wide.

Texture & Appearance:
o Firm and leathery (coriaceous) in texture.
o Starts out lime green, flat, and smooth.

o The tip features a long, sharp point (mucronate).

Maturation: When ripe, the pod dehisces (splits open) and turns a dark blackish-brown.



e Seeds: Each pod contains 10-15 seeds.
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HAE S AT =L EREH (Bauhinia tomentosa , Yellow Ebony ) ~ [H{E=EER H (Bauhinia

variegata Linn. cv. candida.Hort.) ~ 4L {EFFf 5 (Bauhinia punctata C.Bolle.)... 55 fifE o
Characteristics (5/4)

Growth Form: A deciduous small tree, typically reaching 4—-6 meters in height with upright

branches.

e Foliage: The leaves are shaped like a sheep's hoof (bilobed). The tips are blunt and rounded,
the surface has a powdery (glaucous) finish, and the leaf blade is thick. Notably, the leaf

veins are less prominent compared to other species.

e Flowers & Fruit: The flowers resemble Western orchids (specifically Cattleya orchids), and

the fruit is a typical legume (pod).

e Common Names: Due to its orchid-like appearance, it is often called the "Orchid Tree" or

"South Asian Cherry Blossom" (F5-EE7E).



