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« T Zf# : Red-flowered > Camel's-foot © Hong Kong Orchid Tree
= Bauhinia x blakeana Dunn.

- BbAl F#H(Fabaceae) =i H & (Bauhinia)

o EIEREIE ~ THERMESE ~ 7455 English Common Name: Pink Cassia / Baker's Cassia / Rosy

Cassia
o Botanical Name: Cassia bakeriana
The aliases you provided translate as follows:

e Indian Cherry Blossom (E[I[Ef2(L - A popular nickname because the pink clusters resemble

« Al cherry blossoms from afar)

e

e Hong Kong Cherry Blossom (G124 - Another regional nickname based on its

appearance)

o Pink Bauhinia / Tropical Sakura (J£'2:7f] - Note: This is a common source of confusion in
Chinese, as " #2527 usually refers to the Hong Kong Orchid Tree (Bauhinia x blakeana), but

in certain regions, it is used for this Cassia species because of the flower color.)

A SRR AR SERR R T BB AR A VS N - Origin:

- JREH - e The very first specimens of this tree were discovered in Guangzhou, Guangdong Province,

China.

R BRI S AR o Distribution:
it

e Slightly or sparsely cultivated in the central and southern regions (of Taiwan).
L2REREE RAVEIECR - &R TER - E56 - BRSS! - Uses:

1. Ornamental Flowering Plant: It is a common ornamental tree found in gardens and

- FH#R : courtyards.

2. Landscaping: It is frequently used as a street tree, a landscape tree in parks, or as a

hedge/screening tree along the outer perimeter of fences and walls.
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Stem (Trunk and Branches):

Type: An evergreen large tree.
Height: Can reach heights of 10 meters or more.
Bark: The bark is grayish-white in color.

Branching: Features numerous branches; the limbs tend to be slightly drooping or

pendulous.

Young Twigs: The new, young branches are covered in fine hairs (pubescent).
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B H KGR BERE 1715 A% Wl K - Leaves:

Arrangement: Leaves are alternate.

Shape: Horshoe-shaped (5 [i7/[k), measuring 8—17 cm in diameter. They range from broad-

ovate to circular, and are usually wider than they are long.

Apex (Tips): The tip is blunt and bilobed (split into two); the cleft typically reaches 1/4 to
1/3 of the way down the leaf.

Folding: The lobes sometimes fold inward toward the midrib. The tips of these lobes are

rounded.
Venation: There are 9—11 primary lateral veins. Both surfaces are glabrous (hairless).
Color: The upper surface is a slightly dark green, while the underside is a grayish-green.

Petioles (Leaf Stalks): 1-1.5 cm long, with swollen (pulvinus) ends at both the base and the

tip.
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M > B R [ o (EAEAIE > (9 > FEBE4H/)N o Here is the translation for the flower
characteristics of the Hong Kong Orchid Tree (SBauhinia$ S\times$ Sblakeana$):
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Translation:
o Flowers:

o Appearance: The flowers are large and brilliant, arranged in terminal or axillary

racemes (clusters at the tips or where leaves meet the stem).
o Size & Fragrance: Approximately 8-=12 cm in diameter and notably fragrant.

o Calyx (Outer structure): The calyx tube is short and tubular; the lobes are spathe-

like (resembling a protective leaf sheath), colored dark green with hints of red.
o Petals: There are 5 petals, ranging in color from vibrant red to a rose-purple.

o Petal Shape: The petals are obovate or elliptical with long "claws" (the narrow base
of the petal). The petal blade is oblong, 2.5-3 cm long with a blunt tip; the "claw"
part is 1.2-1.8 cm long.

o Reproductive Parts: There are 3—4 fertile stamens which curve in the opposite

direction of the pistil. The style is slender and white, topped with a tiny stigma.

o REEARETREA  FRE 15730 A5 FHET  REBEHE N EET - 7IREE
i B ELSREGIEY H 2AFESCHE © Fruit:

o Development: The fruit usually fails to reach full maturity.

o Description: It is a legume (pod) measuring 15-30 cm long, but it does not contain

seeds.

o Botanical Note: Because the pods typically do not produce seeds, it is believed to be
a natural hybrid between the Orchid Tree (Bauhinia variegata) and the Purple

Bauhinia (Bauhinia purpurea).
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o Growth Habit: An evergreen large tree with slightly drooping branches. Young twigs are



covered in fine hairs, and the bark is a distinct grayish-white.

Foliage: The leaves are broad-ovate to circular, usually wider than they are long (8-17 cm in
diameter). They feature 9—-11 primary veins and are hairless on both sides. The tips are split
(bilobed) about 1/4 to 1/3 of the way down; these lobes sometimes fold toward the midrib

and have rounded tips.
Flowers: The petals are obovate or elliptical and possess a rich, velvety purple-red color.
Fruit: The pods are 15-30 cm long but do not contain seeds.

Biological Nature: Although its flowers look like orchids, the "Hong Kong Orchid Tree"
(known in Taiwan as B5%87] - Yan Zi Jing) actually belongs to the Legume (Fabaceae)

family.



