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Lasianthus obliquinervis Merr.
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B4 e Xie-mai Cu-ye-mu (RIRFHEE ) — As recorded in the Flora of China.
e Ji-shi-shu (ZEEEfET) — Commonly used in Taiwan.
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e Southern China
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- oM Widely distributed throughout the island of Taiwan, typically found in the understory of broad-
leaved forests in low-elevation mountainous regions between 300 and 1,200 meters.
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. 1. Ornamental Plant: Often used for landscaping and garden displays.
it 2. Wildlife Food Source: The blue fruits serve as a vital food source for understory birds, such as

the Taiwan Bamboo Partridge (Bambusicola thoracicus).
3. Medicinal Uses:
o Properties (Root): Sweet and astringent in flavor; neutral in nature.
o Root Efficacy: Tonifies the kidneys, promotes blood circulation, regulates O, dispels
"wind," and relieves pain. It is used to treat rheumatic leg pain and bone pain.



o Whole Plant & Leaves: Used to clear heat, detoxify, and remove dampness. Specifically
used to treat damp-heat jaundice. (Referencing the White-fruit Chicken-Droppings Tree
variant).
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The stem belongs to an evergreen shrub that can reach a height of up to 2.5 meters. It is
characterized by numerous branches, with slender branchlets that grow erect or ascending. The
young, tender parts are sparsely covered with brown appressed hairs (hairs lying flat against the

surface). While the stems are green when fresh, they typically turn black upon drying
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The leaves of this plant are simple and opposite, with an elliptic to elliptic-lanceolate shape.
e Size: Length 15-20 cm, width 4-6 cm.

e Shape & Texture: The apex (tip) is short-caudate acuminate (ending in a short tail-like
point), and the base is acute. The texture is leathery (coriaceous) or thick papery, with

entire (smooth) margins.

e Color & Surface: The upper surface is a glossy green and glabrous (hairless), while the

underside is pale green and sparsely pubescent (covered in fine hairs).

e Venation: The midrib is slightly recessed on the upper surface and prominently raised on
the underside. There are 8-10 pairs of lateral veins. A key identifying feature is that the

lateral veins and veinlets are parallel or nearly parallel to one another.
e Petiole (Leaf Stalk): 0.7-1 cm long, cylindrical in shape, and covered with coarse hairs.

e Stipules: Small and triangular, measuring 0.4-0.5 cm long, and covered in hairs.
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Flowers (Revised Description)

The flowers grow in clusters of several (usually 4-5) within the leaf axils. They are sessile (lacking a

stalk), white, and form a sessile cyme.
e Size: When open, the diameter is 0.4-0.5 cm, and the length is 1.2-1.3 cm.
e Bracts: Absent.

e Calyx: Small and bell-shaped (campanulate), approximately 0.4 cm long, with 5 teeth/lobes

at the apex.

e Corolla (Petals): Tubular in shape, 1.2—1.3 cm long. The exterior is covered in coarse hairs,

while the interior is villous (covered in long, soft, shaggy hairs).

e Corolla Lobes: The apex is divided into 5 lobes; the lobes are ovate, 0.3—0.4 cm long, with

acute (sharp) tips.
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The fruit is a drupe (stone fruit), elliptical in shape, with a diameter of 0.8-1.0 cm.

e Surface: Covered in hairs (pubescent).

e Color: Turns purplish-black when fully mature.

e Seeds: Contains 5 seeds inside.
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Characteristics: Lasianthus chinensis (Chinese Lasianthus)

e Growth Habit: An evergreen shrub belonging to the family Rubiaceae, reaching a height of
1.5-2.5 meters. The young, tender parts are sparsely covered with brown tomentum

(dense, matted hairs).
e Leaves:
o Type: Simple, opposite leaves with petioles (leaf stalks) measuring 1-1.5 cm long.
o Blade: 15-20 cm long and 4-6 cm wide; coriaceous (leathery) texture.

o Shape: Elliptic to elliptic-lanceolate, with an acute base and an acuminate (sharp)

apex.

o Surface: The upper surface is smooth (glabrous), while the underside is thinly

covered with short pubescence (soft hairs).

o Margins & Veins: The leaf margin is entire and slightly undulate (wavy). It features
8-10 pairs of lateral veins, with the veinlets (minor veins) running parallel or nearly

parallel.
o Stipules: Small and triangular (0.4-0.5 cm), also covered in hairs.
e Inflorescence & Flowers:
o The flowers are arranged in sessile cymes (stalkless clusters) located in the leaf axils.
o Calyx: Bell-shaped (campanulate) with 5 shallow, triangular-ovate lobes.

o Corolla: Hypocrateriform (salver-shaped/tubular with a spreading top), white in
color, and 5-lobed. Both the interior and exterior of the corolla tube are densely

villous (covered in long, soft hairs).

o Stamens: 5 stamens, with anthers slightly protruding from the flower.



o Ovary: Divided into 4-5 chambers.

Fruit:
o Adrupe (stone fruit), approximately 1 cm long and elliptical in shape.
o It turns a distinct purplish-black when mature and contains 5 seeds.

Phenology: The flowering period occurs from April to May.



