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Kadsura Pepper > Pepper

Piper kadsura (Choisy) Ohwi
s (Piperaceae)HtFE (Piper)
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e English: Kadsura Pepper, Japanese Pepper, Sea-wind Vine.
o Traditional Chinese:
o Feng-Teng (JEE%): "Wind Vine" (the most common name in Taiwan).
o Zhu-Teng (ZEJ&): "Attaching Vine" (referring to how it clings to trees).
o Da-Feng-Teng (KJEEE): "Great Wind Vine."

o Hai-Feng-Teng (J§JEi%): "Sea-wind Vine" (frequently used in Traditional Chinese
Medicine).

o Shi-Nan-Teng (GHEEE): "Photinia Vine."

o Pa-Yan-Xiang ([8&%): "Rock-climbing Fragrance."

o Xi-Ye-Qing-Lou-Ye (4HEEEEEE): "Fine-leaf Green Betel Leaf."
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e English: The coastal provinces of Southeastern China, particularly abundant in Taiwan,

Guangdong, and Fujian.
« Traditional Chinese: FEHESESE > LHMUEE - EH - BEBST -
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Widely distributed throughout Taiwan and Orchid Island (Lanyu). It is a very common plant found
in plains and low-altitude mountainous areas. It typically grows in dense forests or open

woodlands within valleys, climbing and attaching itself to rocks or tree trunks.


https://kplant.atfr.org.tw/%E9%A2%A8%E8%97%A4/m/%E9%A2%A8%E8%97%A4m.htm
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Functions:

» Dispels dampness and promotes circulation: Activates the flow of Qi through the meridians.

o Dispels cold and strengthens the stomach: Enhances digestive function while removing internal
"cold" pathogens.

o Ailments treated: Effectively treats lower back and back pain, joint stiffness/immobility, wind-
cold syndromes, bone and muscle pain, neuralgia, and various gynecological disorders.
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Woody vine (liana); stems are creeping and can be either pubescent (hairy) or glabrous (smooth).
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Arrangement & Form: Leaves are arranged in a flat, alternate pattern. They are entire

(smooth-edged) and have a soft, leathery (sub-coriaceous) texture.

e Shape: The leaf blade is highly variable, ranging from ovate and cordate (heart-shaped) to

lanceolate.
e Size: Typically 5-10 cm in length.

e Coloration: The upper surface varies from dark green to yellow-green or pale green

depending on the environment; the underside is greenish-white.

e Venation & Texture: Features five-palmate veins. Fine, minute hairs (pubescence) are often

found on the underside of the leaf and the petiole (leaf stalk).
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e Inflorescence: Both male and female inflorescences are erect, forming dense, drooping

cylindrical spikes (spadix) ranging from 3-8 cm in length.
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e Structure: The flowers are small and unisexual (dioecious). They lack a perianth (no petals

or sepals) but are accompanied by a single yellow, peltate (shield-shaped) bract.
e Reproductive Organs:
o Male flowers: Contain three stamens.
o Female flowers: Contain one pistil with a one-cell ovary.

e Flowering Season: Typically occurs from April to May.
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e Type: The fruit is a small fleshy berry.
e Shape: Globose (spherical) in shape.

e Color: Turns yellow or red when mature.
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e Classification & Growth Habit: A member of the Piperaceae (Pepper) family. It is a woody

vine with creeping stems that can be either pubescent (hairy) or glabrous (smooth).

o Foliage: Leaves are arranged in a flat, alternate pattern. They are entire and papery
(chartaceous) in texture. The leaf blades vary significantly in shape—from ovate and
cordate to lanceolate—measuring 5-10 cm in length and 1-8 cm in width. The upper
surface color ranges from dark to pale green depending on the environment, while the
underside is greenish-white with five-palmate veins. Fine hairs are often present on the

underside and the petioles.

¢ Inflorescence: Both male and female inflorescences are erect, featuring tiny, unisexual

flowers (dioecious). The flowers lack a perianth but possess a yellow, peltate bract.



o Male flowers: Three stamens.

o Female flowers: One pistil with a single-chambered ovary. These are arranged into

dense, drooping cylindrical spikes (spadix) 3-8 cm long.
Phenology: The flowering period occurs from April to May.

Fruit: The fruits are small, fleshy berries, spherical in shape, which turn yellow or red upon

maturity.

Ecological Behavior: It frequently climbs broad-leaved tree trunks, wrapping tightly around
the bark as it ascends. Older vines continue to spread across major branches even after

reaching the canopy, demonstrating extraordinary vitality.



