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Machilus zuihoensis Hayata

Machilus zuihoensis Hayata f. longipaniculata (Hayata) Liu & Liao
B % Machilus zuihoensis Hayata forma longipaniculata (Hayata) Liu & Liao

Persea zuihoensis (Hayata) Li

Machilus zuihoensis Hayata var. zuihoensis.
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e Standard English Names:
o Xiangnan (Pinyin)
o Zuiho Machilus
o Fragrant Machilus
e Regional & Descriptive Names:

o Xiang-run-nan (&F#§): Fragrant Glossy Machilus

Bl A&
o Xiang-nan (&#§): Fragrant Machilus / Fragrant Nanmu
o Rui-fang-nan (5 751): Ruifang Machilus (Derived from the type locality in Ruifang,
Taiwan)
o Xi-ye-nan (4HEEA): Fine-leaf Machilus
o Chou-shi-nan (E.JE##) / Luo-shi-nan (3% FE##E): "Smelly Dung" or "Dropped Dung"
Machilus (Local colloquial names likely referring to the scent of crushed leaves or
fruit appearance)
o lJia-chang-ye-nan (i &Zf§): False Long-leaf Machilus
L
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Taiwan (Endemic to Taiwan)
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Found throughout the island of Taiwan in broadleaf forests at low to mid-altitudes. They are

particularly abundant along the trails near Bilu Temple in Houli District.
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1. Timber and Woodcraft (RAFFH#R): The wood features a bright, attractive luster and is highly
resistant to warping, moisture, and decay. It 18 a prized material for high-quality construction,
furniture, bridges, shipbuilding, and crate boards.

2. Incense Production (K fZ 242 B HIFHE: The bark is gray, rough, and contains a mucilaginous
(sticky) substance. When ground into a powder—commonly known as "Nan-Zai-Fen" (1s§{F
1) —it serves as a primary binding agent for making traditional incense sticks used in religious
ceremonies.

3. Ecological Value (4ER&{B1HE): The fruits are a favored food source for local wildlife, including
squirrels, flying squirrels, and various bird species.
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A medium-sized evergreen tree, reaching up to 20 meters in height with a diameter of 30-70 cm.
The trunk is straight and upright (erect), with dark gray-brown, rough bark. The branchlets are
cylindrical; they are initially covered in fine hairs (pubescent) but gradually become smooth

(glabrous) as they mature.
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The leaves are lanceolate to oblanceolate, occasionally obovate, measuring 8—-14 cm long and
2.5-4.5 cm wide. The apex ranges from acute to acuminate, while the base is acute or cuneate.
They are leathery (coriaceous) in texture with entire margins. The midrib is impressed on the
upper surface and prominent (raised) on the underside, with 7-14 pairs of lateral veins. The
upper surface is smooth and glabrous, while the underside is glaucous (pale green) and slightly

pubescent. The petioles (leaf stalks) are about 1.2 cm long, initially hairy but eventually



- RE:

becoming smooth.
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The flowers are numerous and pale yellowish-green, measuring 0.3—-0.4 cm in diameter when in
full bloom. They are arranged in terminal cyme-panicles (branching clusters) that reach 15-20 cm
in length and are slightly pubescent (finely hairy). The involucral bracts are obovate and

deciduous (falling off early). The perianth tube is 0.1 cm long and nearly smooth (glabrous).

There are 6 perianth segments (tepals), oblong in shape, 0.25-0.3 cm long, and covered with soft
downy hairs (puberulent) on both surfaces. There are 9 fertile stamens with nearly smooth
filaments about 0.2 cm long; the third whorl of stamens features a pair of stalked glands at the
base. The anthers are oblong, while the staminodes (sterile stamens) are sagittate (arrow-

shaped). The ovary is spherical, smooth, and 0.06 cm wide.
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The fruit is a spherical drupe (stone fruit), approximately 0.6—0.9 cm in diameter, turning
purplish-black when mature. The base features persistent, recurved (back-curving) perianth

segments, while the fruit stalk (pedicel) turns a vibrant deep red.
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Fragrant Machilus is a heliophilic (sun-loving) plant with a robust nature and strong resistance to
environmental pollution. Its saplings are easily found on mid-to-low altitude secondary forest

slopes across Taiwan that are undergoing ecological recovery; these plants are expected to



eventually replace the current pioneer trees as the forest matures.

The leaves are yellowish-green with a matte, glaucous (powdery) finish rather than a glossy one.
They are arranged alternately with entire margins and have a thick papery (chartaceous) texture,
shaped from lanceolate to oblanceolate. It produces small, pale yellowish-green flowers at the

branch tips, followed by spherical berries (drupes) that turn purplish-black upon ripening.

The type specimen of this species was collected in Ruifang, New Taipei City (formerly Taipei
County), which is why it is also known as "Ruifang Machilus." When the leaves are crushed, they
emit a distinct odor reminiscent of "burnt electrical wiring." The wood is light red, with a fine,

dense, yet lightweight texture and a fragrant scent—hence the name "Fragrant Machilus."



