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In Taiwan, what people commonly call "Maple" usually refers to the Formosan Sweetgum. It belongs
to the Altingiaceae family (formerly Hamamelidaceae),

and its leaves are mostly three-lobed.

The Green Maple belongs to the Aceraceae family,

and its leaves are mostly five-lobed.

This has led to the common saying "Three-lobed for Sweetgum, Five-lobed for Maple."
Distinguishing by leaf lobes is not always accurate due to exceptions.

It is better to identify them by leaf arrangement or fruit.

Leaf Arrangement:
Sweetgum: Alternate leaves.
Maple: Opposite leaves.
Fruit:

Sweetgum: Bur-like aggregate capsules (spiky balls).



Maple: Double samaras (winged fruits).
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